Mexico: Going South?

"iPobre México! Tan lejos de Dios, y tan cerca delstados Unidos— Poor Mexico!
So far from God, and so close to the United Stafdesé de la Cruz Porfirio Diaz Mori,
1830-1915)

The Festival of the Dead

Each year on Novembef'and 2° Mexico celebrates a festival known as the Dathef
Dead,Dia de los MuertasThe origins of the occasion lie hidden in the pat@bian
history of this archaic country; the dead wereéyad to return to the realm of the living
to visit and commune with their loved ones. In st its sombre iconography, this was a
joyous occasion of ancestral reunion for those witmbited the rich and complex
Amerindian culture that preceded the colonial ditae festival took place in the Aztec
month of miccailhuiontl, and fell approximately at the end of July. In @tempt to
impose Christian order upon these pagan ritesSffanish priests who followed in the
sanguinary footsteps of the conquistadores shifited date to conform to their own
ecclesiastical calendar; as a result, the celamainow take place on All Saints Day and
All Souls Day, November®iand 29 respectively.

The traditional symbolism of skulls, bones and Bnead of Death that accompanies the
festival has, however, acquired new and profourdibguieting resonances over recent
years. The Chihuahua state authorities have rgcemthounced that in the period
between January*land November 302005, the bodies of some 30 murdered women,
many of them subjected to torture and to brutabakassault, have been discovered in
the district of Ciudad Juarez, which lies just asrohe border from the US city of El
Paso. This brings to over 370 the total number afnen murdered, mutilated, used and
dumped in Juarez and nearby Chihuahua City ovda#td 2 years.

These murders clearly represent the most grapliceatreme violation of human rights
in Mexico’s troubled recent history. However, theyrm the apex of a pyramid of

systematic abuse, torture and corruption in whioh government, the police and the
army are often complicit, and in which sufferingparcelled out in terms which are the
precise inverse of the distribution of the courgrgconomic wealth and political power.
In other words, Mexico’s poor are overwhelmingly thie receiving end of these abusive
relations. Moreover, in this land whose economy teently passed into the trillion

dollar category, endemic poverty endures, intensgawith both ethnic inequalities and
the privations of the US-driven drug war to compa@seicture in which Release’s
concerns with drugs, the law and human rightsta@an into acute and dramatic relief.

Historical background to political power

The Spanish colonial period in Mexico extended fri21 to 1810 and followed the first
traumatic impact of Cortez’s arrival in 1519, hppatite swollen by rumours of abundant



gold. A series of home-grown military dictatorshipiowed, lasting until the revolution
which began in 1910, with the dictator Porfirio Bibeing overthrown in 1911. This
historical legacy lies behind the continuing powéthe Mexican armed forces and the
social marginalization and cultural suppression tbé Amerindian peoples. The
revolutionary period was chaotic, with the US dgpig armies across the border in 1916
in an attempt to eliminate peasant guerrilla leaBancho Villa. The revolutionary
figurehead Emiliano Zapata was murdered 3 yeaes,lahd the country mired in civil
war for much of the 1920s.

The Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) wasrfad in 1929, and ruled until the end
of the twentieth century; it spent its last few ngeas an elected government, though the
elections were condemned by observers as neitbemfor fair. The one party state of the
PRI was notoriously corrupt, and brutal in its ession of dissent. These factors, and the
country’s gross inequalities in wealth and powed, fo another revolutionary uprising in
the 1990s. The Zapatista movement (Zapatista Natibiberation Army or EZLN),
taking its name and inspiration from the revolutimn1910, took up arms against the
Mexican state in 1994 in the Chiapas region of lseut Mexico. Championing the cause
of the indigenous peoples and fronted by the chmaiie Subcommandante Marcos, the
revolutionaries took the government by completgpsse, and achieved early military
successes. However, the government responded withwbelming force, and the
movement was unable to spread beyond its power inaS&iapas. It did, nonetheless,
foreground the issue of Amerindian rights and laefbrm, and eventually signed an
agreement with the government which resulted inraasy peace. As we will see below,
the Zapatistas are poised to re-enter Mexican maltjpolitics once more.

The first national elections to possess a geneeaknowledged legitimacy were held in
2000, and resulted in the first ever success foo@position candidate—Vicente Fox,
who at this time remains the president of Mexictecked on a platform of anti-
corruption and reform, many observers feel that Hwms failed to realize his
transformative programme. Stark inequalities in egwn ethnic and gender relations,
poverty and child-poverty, corruption, torture, idry arrest and detention remain
prominent features in Mexico’s socio-political lscdpe.

Mexico- Demographics and data

Population: 106 million

Ethnic mix: Mestizo (Amerindian-Spanish) 60%
Amerindian 30%

White 9%

Other 1%

Approximately 43.5% of the population is aged lesthan 18 years.

GDP per capita- US$8,297
Share of income or consumption by the richest 20%fdhe population- 56.7%



Share of income or consumption by the poorest 20%f ¢the population- 4%

According to UNICEF, some 24 million Mexicans livan “extreme poverty”, and
3.4 million children between 12 and 17 years are piaof the formal or informal
labour force.

City of the Dead

As mentioned above, these issues crystallize ms#ily in Ciudad Juarez. With a fast-
growing population of 1.4 million, this industriality represents in microcosm the
problems and contradictions running through Mexsdwr'oader social texture.

The 1980s era of Thatcher-Reagan economics sawadlient of themaquiladora
industry—a tendency which was hastened and iniedsify Mexico’s signing up to the
North American Free Trade Agreement in 1994. Theyuiladora industry consists
essentially of assembly plants that offer low-gklllemployment for cheap labour. The
sector operates under the maquila decree, whiotvailfor 100% foreign-owned factories
to assemble parts for export. Ownership is usudbyth American, and the decree was
instituted by the Mexican government in 1989 in attempt to alleviate acute
unemployment in the border region resulting from tightening of US border controls.

In recent decades Juarez has acted as a magrteefaural poor; drawn to the city in
search of work at a maquila, many of them are wommed children. These migrant
workers are subject to intense social dislocativaving been torn by the forces of
economic globalization from those ethnic and faahiietworks which formerly provided
them with community and support. Workers residesiranty towns bereft of basic
amenities; a high proportion are single mother®rofravelling to and from their jobs in
the hours of darkness. Their vulnerability is olmdpand has been chillingly exploited
during the last twelve yeafs.

The bodies are often found buried in shallow maswes on vacant lots and waste
ground inside the city limits. They bear the maosksexual torture and humiliation, and
are sometimes horribly mutilated. The last year deen an intensified violence at work
in the killings, with one recent sexual murder ilwiag a two month old girl. There are
multiple conjectures surrounding the identitieshafse responsible, from American serial
killers taking homicidal tourist trips across thardber, to local drug-related criminals.

The reaction of the authorities has been at besteiquate, at worst callous and corrupt.
The initial response of State Attorney General ArtChavez was to blame the victims
themselves, alleging that their provocative dress @nduct had encouraged the crimes.
Police investigations have been notoriously inefht, with key evidence uncollected,
lost and destroyed; victims’ identities have beenfased, resulting in bodily remains
being restored to the wrong families. When Pregid@x, under intense international
pressure, eventually forced the state authoritesllbw Federal investigators to join the
search for the perpetrators in 2003, the two fatlecachieve effective levels of co-
operation. Poor male workers from Juarez, suchuasdbivers who were employed to



transport the women to the factories, were arhiyrarrested by the police and then
tortured until they confessed—confessions whichewater retracted. According to local
women’s rights groups, the signals emerging froentthgically farcical law enforcement
performance signify that in Mexico one may kill pogoung women with impunity.
Meanwhile Claudia Cony Velarde, assistant attorgeryeral in Juarez, believes most of
the recent murders involve “domestic or intrafaatiiiolence.”

“There is no serial killer loose on the street$)& laims. “The majority of the crimes
were committed by someone in the victim’s own hbose’.

Representatives of victims’ groups, while highlytical of the performance of the
investigators, tend agree with her analysis. Tradlyfor a real campaign to eradicate the
gender violence that is woven deeply into nfechismaculture of their countrs.

The use of torture

According to the UN Committee Against Torture, thes widespread resort to torture by
the Mexican police and military; moreover, this net an arbitrary or exceptional
phenomenon, but is practised systematically byptiece in obtaining both information
in criminal cases, and confessions which are theired on as evidence in court
proceedings. Favoured techniques include beatithgs,application of electric shock,
simulated executions, suffocations in which plastégs are placed over the heads of
detainees, and deprivation of food and water. Tipeaetices have resulted repeatedly in
the deaths of people in custody.

Human rights groups have linked the pervasive dtaraof juridical torture to the
specificity of the Mexican judicial system, whiclontinues to be based on the
Napoleonic code. The trial entails a series of ingarat which evidence is gathered by
means of documentation and testimony.

“In Mexico’s criminal justice system, trials consi¢ of a series of hearings where

evidence is presented in written form, confessiorae the “queen of evidence” (and

often the only evidence), and the accused are nataranteed access to legal counsel.
Prosecutors exercise a monopoly over the criminalrpcess, and judges do not play
an active role. In fact, judges are often absent ém the proceedings, taking the

prosecution’s case at face value and issuing guiltyerdicts in 90 percent of cases.
The judicial branch’s lack of independence leavesugdges vulnerable to pressure

from prosecutors to convict based on coerced conf@ens, or to allow the wealthy

and well-connected to evade justice.”

Washington Office on Latin America’
The situation is exacerbated by the fact that prdiceys are held solely in Spanish, and

many Mexican citizens of Amerindian descent areblmao speak the language.
Although the law stipulates that translators shobkl available, in practice this



requirement is routinely ignored. In addition teediance on torture, the judicial system
makes widespread use of arbitrary arrest and detenfThere is massive police
corruption; salaries are low and methods of regreitt and training inadequate. In cases
where officers commit crimes (and these have iredukidnapping and drug trafficking
offences, armed robbery and extortion), impunitthesrule rather than the exception.

It recently emerged that federal agents in the qgfathe influential cartel boss Joaquin
Guzman (“El Chapo”) had been involved in the kidmiag of four rival cartel gangsters,

the execution-style shooting of one of whom was tb@ptured on a home-made DVD.
While a number of agents have been arrested, geetighlights the tight embrace of law
enforcement with the lucrative drug trafficking dea whose internecine wars have
reached new heights of violence in the last year.

Drug Warriors and Drug Saints

"I am the doctor, | take medicine to clients in Megas, Utah, and Chicago."
Los Tucanes de Tijuana (The Tijuana Toucans, alpoparco-corridos band)

Mexico’s distance from the almighty and proximitythe United States, combined with
its strategic location on the cocaine routes frooat® America, make it a high priority
target in the great “War on Drugs”. The countryperhaps best known in its role as a
transit zone, with the US authorities estimatingt ttome 75% of the cocaine consumed
by American citizens crosses the Mexican border.

However, Mexico is also a drug producing countriguFes released by the US State
Department in July 2005 suggest that in the previgear, 5,800 hectares of marijuana
were cultivated, along with 3,500 hectares of opipoppy. It was claimed that these
levels of cultivation had been reduced by aboutiartgr compared with those of 2003;
still they yielded enough to produce an estimate@d0 metric tons of marijuana and
nine metric tons of pure heroirThe alleged reduction was attributed to enhanceg ¢
eradication efforts by the Mexican authorities. Thentry’s drugs industry has also been
busy developing a large methamphetamine capabiiigh Mexican “Super-Labs”
producing fully half of the supply finding its wap the US’s estimated one million
methamphetamine users.

The immense profits generated by the illicit stattishe drug trade undoubtedly oil the
wheels of police and governmental corruption in ¢bantry; they also fuel the ongoing
war between rival cartels for control of trafficgimoutes and production. In excess of
800 people have already died this year in the eoafghis conflict- some put the figure
at one thousand plus. While the US has providelbuigtic and financial support for the
Fox administration’s increased military involvemeémthe suppression of the drug trade,
there is little reason to anticipate anything mtran localized tactical victories from
such a strategy. A few noted drug bosses have beested, but they are quickly
replaced. As has been demonstrated so often elseywivbere the demand for drugs
exists—and just north of the border lies the latgmd hungriest market for illegal drugs



in the world—people will make a living by supplying In the case of Mexico, a land
blighted by severe poverty and inequality of oppoity, the decision to grow drug crops
is, for many, guided by a simple economic ratidgali

Superimposed on the economic imperative is a pewvg@erception that the Drug War is
something that the rich gringos from the northiaafupon poor Mexicans, and that the
laws of prohibition are discriminatory and unjuBhis ethic of resistance is demonstrated
by the great popularity of thearco corridos a new development in an older genre of
folk ballads dating back at least as far as thelwon. Thecorridos celebrated the
escapades of notable outlaws and revolutionaribe,stole from the rich and the gringos
and, Robin-Hood style, redistributed their bootyoauigst the poor. In thearco corridos
however, the heroes of these ballads are the daffickers. Despite a scandalized
reaction from the US and pressure from the Mexgarernment to impose a ban on the
songs, this is a genre which has become commegraaticessful on both sides of the
border.

This oppositional narco-culture reaches its apdaisem the figure of Jesus Malverde, a
saint who, in his earthly incarnation, was suppfsadandit from Sinaloa who practised
the kind of informal redistributive economics cetaied by the corridos. Malverde was
hanged by the government in 1909, just prior toréwelution. Over the last 20 years he
has been resurrected as the “Narco-Saint” of Mextomplete with his own shrine and
cult of devoted worshippers; initially patron saaitthe numerous drug smugglers of the
Sinaloa region, subsequently he has been electetetocede with heaven on behalf of all
those involved in the illicit drugs industry.

The shrine of Jesus Malverde at Culiacéan, Sinaloa

Some have greater need of his intercession thamtim a tragic repetition of the pattern
demonstrated around the globe, attempts to wage” “oa the illicit trade impact
disproportionately upon peasant farmers. Those whake the serious money,



meanwhile, possess sufficient economic and polificaver to operate with effective
impunity.

The Amerindian opium growers of Mexico cultivate arsmall scale. Partly to reduce
visibility from the air, and partly because theg greasant farmers with small plots of
land, the majority cultivate tiny areas of poppgdted in remote and inaccessible tribal
lands. They can expect to receive some 3,000-5p@380s for growing a kilogram of

poppy on a hectare of land, a low price which withhetheless, feed a family of 9 for 5
months. Like their counterparts in Asia and Soutmefica, Mexican poppy farmers

employ illicit crop cultivation as a coping mechsmiin the face of intractable poverty.

The indigenous marijuana and opium farmers in tloumtains of the western Sierra
Madre mountains are a case in point. This wild $@age of peaks and canyons, formed
at the meeting of the Chihuahua, Durango and Sanslates, has acquired the label of
“Mexico’s Golden Triangle”. Each of the poppy-growifamilies will usually manage to
produce about a kilo of opium for which, if theyeducky, they may manage to obtain
some $500 from the heavily armed traffickers. Trenefew alternative crops which are
economically viable for these farmers; most asthext there is in reality little choice if
they wish to feed their families.

Within the Amerindian peoples of Mexico, the resporto the advent of drug-crop

agriculture is, however, conflicted. While the ygen generations will often welcome the

new economy and the access to consumer goods avideseit makes available, the

elders fear that their traditional way of life wile the primary casualty of Mexico’s drug

wars; an ancient culture caught between the nanllard and Jesus Malverde on the one
hand, and the unwelcome attentions of the Mexitate svith its guns and gaols on the
other.

The opium growers run a high risk of being arrestad imprisoned, or killed by either

the Mexican military or the trafficking gangs. Alrrera is a noted anthropologist and
founder of the Tlachinallan Human Rights Centrecading to Barrera, these dirt-poor

farmers, and not the fabulous “Mr Big” of officiahrcotics control discourse, represent
“the dramatic victims of the drug waf”

Mexico is land of rocks and hard places.

Children of an absent God

According to the United Nations’ children’s ageneport published at the end of 2005,
more than 50 million children each year are unteggsl at birtH. This failure to inscribe

a human individual's entry into state citizenshgpmuch more than the formality it may
appear at first glance; lack of certification caad to exclusion from public education,
healthcare, civil and legal rights and other fundatal forms of social protection. The
extreme vulnerability of unregistered and consetyetinvisible” children was
demonstrated by a recent case in the Philippineshich death sentences were imposed
upon two teenagers who lacked the necessary dodatioento prove that they were
under 18 years of age. Such invisibility, moreovelings to individuals beyond



childhood, denying adults access to the formal emwpent market, to electoral
participation, official recognition of marriage tire ability to obtain a passport. They are
zero citizens—those who do not count.

The tough and polluted streets of Mexico City, Wald’s largest urban conglomeration,
count as home to over 11,000 children. An estima®&000 more live on the streets of
Mexico’s other cities, especially those, like Jaanghich lie close to the border with the
United States. The street-kids eke out a livingnfrthis unforgiving environment by
washing cars and buses, busking or fire-eating;pétty crime and prostitution, by
adapting to circumstances with quick-eyed opposiimiFor a moment’s stolen pleasure
they might seek out a vacant lot and play foothadtjl they are chased off by the police;
in addition, there is always recourse Mwona, the kids’ epithet for the adhesive or
petroleum-based inhalants that bring some blesded.r

“All those who pass by see them, but they are invide. They do not exist. The police
look at them without seeing them. Everything isolas them, everything denounces
them.

“In the street, everything is raw; reality, food, eyes, solidarity. Nothing has to be
elaborated. Everything is thrown in their faces: agressive nicknames, ruthless
laughter, plunder, sneering, ridicule, the scar thanever heals, the manhandling, the
crudeness.

“Only the street is theirs. It compensates for lonkness, rejection, lack of love. It
lures them. It gives them the money they never gat home. It gives them rhythm,
tempo and immediate retribution. ‘I'm someone, I'm something, | just earned my
dinner.”

Elena Poniatowska
From “The State of the World’s Children 2006” UNICEF

Some of the children are orphans, others have edoaplent, impoverished or shattered
familial environments for the cruel adventure oé tétreet. The families are subject to
stresses emanating from the action of macro-ecanéonces, with adults travelling far
away in search of work in the maquiladora factqrsgditting apart the family nexus. The
strains of chronic economic insecurity, chaoticgdiand alcohol usage and domestic
violence have sent thesafios fleeing into the wild, twilight places of the urban
landscape. Most are unregistered and, abandonetbther Mexico, they seek solace in
the arms of sister Mona. The chances are slim b riioat they will ever find a point of
re-entry into the formal structures of Mexican sbtgi They are refuse, washed up and
stranded by the tides of the global network of nyocsued power.



God’'s Own Border

For a nation built entirely on the foundation ofnmgration, the long, southern border of
the United States represents a curious anomaily.altzone which bristles with defences
intended to keep out the stream of migrants froen sbuth, refugees from poverty
seeking a new beginning in the land of the freepre patrolled by heavily armed agents
replete with night-vision equipment and trained slagverseen by unmanned aircraft and
satellite surveillance. Miles of barbed wire, séiyucameras and rifle-toting vigilante
groups—all play their part in this vast theatreeatlusion. Since such measures were
initiated in 1993, some 3,800 people have diedngiting to penetrate the festooned
demarcation line that defends America from its heaurs; in 2005, at least 324
Mexicans perished in the effort.

It is estimated that some 400,000 immigrants ssfokg entered the US without a visa

during 2005, while approximately one million weretained and deported back across
the Mexican frontier. Each year this figure is rblygthe same. There are believed to be
eight million illegal entrants of Latin Americanrth or descent residing inside the United
States, sending millions of dollars in remittanbask to relatives and dependants in their
homeland. And there appears to be no shortage ledrotprepared to hazard the
northward trek.

The response of the Bush administration has beerdpose still further measures of
defence and reinforcement. Plans are afoot to adthar 1,111 kilometres of concrete
and metal wall to the borderline, and to transbethe status of illegal immigration from a
civil to a federal criminal offence. Vicente Foxshtermed this intensification of anti-
immigration measures “shameful”, while the governitseof Guatemala and Venezuela
have a joined in a chorus of human rights groupsateling that the US reconsider its
entire immigration policy. Such cries have, howevalten on deaf ears.

The question of immigration is a highly emotive avi¢ghin US culture. Last year saw the
formation of the Minuteman Project. Naming itseftiea the colonial militia who would
be ready to fight the British “at a minute’s noticthe group—volunteers or vigilantes,
depending on one’s perspective—is dedicated togallirect action to prevent what is,
according to its official website, the “human fldaaf illegal immigrants transgressing
the US-Mexican bordétr Arnold Schwarzenegger, showbiz governor of Catifr has
publicly stated his support for the project, deviaig on a TV chat-show that the
Minutemen are “doing a terrific job”.

Others profess less confidence in the group’s abged and intentions; Latin American

community groups in California point to a barelyncealed racist agenda in the
Minuteman Project’'s discourse, and there have thcedmeen internal splits and

recriminations in the group’s leadership regardimg involvement of the American neo-
Nazi movement.



The Minuteman phenomenon, whatever else it mayiletites the veil covering the
tensions which exist in American society between dlesire to control immigration (a
desire which at its margins is unquestionably taocigone and content), and the equally
pressing imperative of maintaining an abundant supipcheap labour to carry out those
unpleasant and poorly paid tasks that nobody etsgsato do; tasks which, nonetheless,
prop up the edifice of the American dream.

The Other Campaign- The Return of the Repressed?

The Bush administration’s proposals to build upbitsder defences and to concentrate
more resources on deporting illegal immigrants halveady led it into rhetorical clashes
with the Mexican government. The two countries &e®, of course, remote in terms of
their respective places in the hierarchy of wealtld power. Paradoxically, however,
they possess a key historical legacy in commonh laoé nations built on the violent
suppression of indigenous peoples by European @blpawers during the early modern
period, and each maintains the descendants ofrésgective pre-Columbian cultures in
a state of profound social marginalization.

Mexico is, however, the only one of the two in nmetcgears to have experienced an armed
uprising by members of its indigenous populatiornév the Zapatistas first marched into
San Cristobal in 1994, they took over the regiaragital at gunpoint; demanding equal
rights for Amerindian peoples, they also calledtfor overthrow of the one party state of
the PRI. Since Vicente Fox’s victory in 2000, thepatistas have continued to build on
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their power base in Chiapas, establishing a widevor& of autonomous schools and
health centres in the area’s tribal villages.

According to recent announcements, they now plaenterge from their jungle fastness
and conduct what sounds like an extended pieceldigal theatre to further their cause.
The programme will involve a tour throughout Mex&@81 states, its objective being to
forge a new, nationally based left-wing allianceghnather sections of the population—
“labourers, teachers, students and all the workeitke city and countryside”—and to

“shake up this country from below.” This time thevédl be no armed struggle; Marcos
has announced that he will no longer be known &y dastomary military epithet of

“Subcommandante”, but instead as the civilian “Date Zero”. The tour begins on New
Year's Day, and its climax is timed to coincide lwihe staging of official elections in

July 2006, though the Zapatistas will not be fietpddelegates. It is due to last the full six
months of the campaigh.

The EZLN view the formal political process in Meai@s corrupt, and the elected
officials as remote and ineffectual. As a mecharfisnsocial change, the formal political
apparatus is perceived to be bankrupt. There arng imathe country who share this view,
and to whom this bottom-up, participatory democratiovement represents, at last, a
cause for hope.

The reformers have been further emboldened by dpmednts elsewhere in Latin
America. Bolivia's recent elections produced a drist victory for Evo Morales, an
ethnic Indian from the Chapare region, and leadé¢h@cocalerosmovement. Morales,
himself a former coca-grower and trenchant crifieJ& drug war policies, represents at
once a beacon of promise to impoverished indigepeaples and a spectre to haunt the
imagination of the regional policy-makers inside Bush administration.

It remains to be seen whether a comparable setfutes levers of state power can ever
be achieved in Mexico, with its multiplicity of sat, political and economic problems.

The enigmatic figure of Marcos has already provieasklf an adroit handler of the mass
media, as well as the charismatic leader of a fiighyjanized indigenous movement. The
re-appearance of the Zapatistas from their Chiameouts in what they are terming “the
Other Campaign” should give an indication as totweeMexico’s Delegate Zero is able

replicate the achievements of Morales and the erbgs activists in Bolivia.

It should be an interesting year.

Christopher Hallam
Researcher

December 3% 2005

! Data compiled from United Nations Human Developtieeport 2001 and United Nations Childrens’
Fund (UNICEF) 2005http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/mexico.html
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% For a detailed background briefing to the killingse Washington Office on Latin America, ‘Cryingt o
for justice’: http://www.wola.org/Mexico/hr/ciudad_juarez/cryirmut for_justice.pdf

% See also the online booklet on the ‘FemicideSiirdad Juarez’ published by the Mexico Solidarity
Network:
http://www.mexicosolidarity.org/Special%20Reporz-Femicides%20in%20Ciudad%20Juarez/

* Washington Office on Latin America’s report oe thse of torture in Mexico’s criminal justice syste
http://www.wola.org/Mexico/hr/torture.htm

® US Government figures- estimates available at:
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/news/press02#b. html

® Abel Barerra speaking at the Drug Policy Reforrmf@cence in California, November 2005:
http://stopthedrugwar.org/chronicle/411/2005dpagsitim|

" UNICEF, State of the World’s Children 2006:
http://www.unicef.org/publications/index_30398.html

8 This phrase appears on the following padetp://www.minutemanhg.com/hg/aboutus.php

° See the Zapatista (EZLN) websitettp://www.ezIn.org.mx/
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