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The Rt. Hon. Jacqui Smith MP
House of Commons
Westminster

LondonSW1A 0AA

By post & email (smithjj@ parliament.uk)
25 April 2008

Dear Home Secretary

Cannabis Classification

Release, the national centre gpertise on drugs, the law and human rights, urges the Governme
to follow the expected dvisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs (CMDO) recommendation that
cannabis remains in Class C.

Upon your request, the@MD conducted an extensive review on cansale and its health

impact, this included consideration of presentations from renowned experts on the current
evidencebased data and studies on the subjecturYequest for the BMD to conduct a review of
the evidence demonstrates the Government@s imadelying on an independent body of medical
and drugs experts to advise on drugs policy accurately. The Government has historically respe
the judgment and conclusions of th€MD, and Release urges the Government to continue this
tradition. Any u-turn of the classification of cannabis would undermine the credibility of the
Government.

Release submits that the Government should abide by the recommendations of its own expert
advisors. The professional advice you will receive finds that cannabis should be maintained as a
Class C drug. We urge you to respect this advice.

Yours sincerely

Sebastian Qwille
Executive Director

DDI 020 7749 4050
sebastian@release.org.uk
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cc. The Rt. Hon. Gadon Brown MP, Prime Minister
The Rt. Hon. Aan Johnson MP, Secretary of State for Health
The Rt. Hon. Dawn Primarolo MR®jinister of State
The Rt. Hon. \érnon Coaker MFRarliamentary UndeBecretary of State
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