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The Rt. Hon. Jacqui Smith MP 
House of Commons 
Westminster 
London SW1A 0AA 
 
By post & email (smithjj@parliament.uk) 
 
25 April 2008 
 
Dear Home Secretary 
 
Cannabis Classification 
 
Release, the national centre of expertise on drugs, the law and human rights, urges the Government 
to follow the expected Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs (ÒACMDÓ) recommendation that 
cannabis remains in Class C.  
 
Upon your request, the ACMD conducted an extensive review on cannabis use and its health 
impact, this included consideration of presentations from renowned experts on the current 
evidence-based data and studies on the subject.  Your request for the ACMD to conduct a review of 
the evidence demonstrates the GovernmentÕs value in relying on an independent body of medical 
and drugs experts to advise on drugs policy accurately.  The Government has historically respected 
the judgment and conclusions of the ACMD, and Release urges the Government to continue this 
tradition.  Any u-turn of the classification of cannabis would undermine the credibility of the 
Government. 
 
Release submits that the Government should abide by the recommendations of its own expert 
advisors. The professional advice you will receive finds that cannabis should be maintained as a 
Class C drug.  We urge you to respect this advice.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Sebastian Saville 
Executive Director 
DDI 020 7749 4050 
sebastian@release.org.uk 
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cc.  The Rt. Hon. Gordon Brown MP, Prime Minister 

 The Rt. Hon. Alan Johnson MP, Secretary of State for Health 
             The Rt. Hon. Dawn Primarolo MP, Minister of State  

 The Rt. Hon. Vernon Coaker MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 
 
 
 
Co-signatories below: 
 
Joss Ackland    Actor 
Dr David Bewley-Taylor   University of Wales 
Sir Geoffrey Bindman   Founder, Bindmans & Partners Solicitors 
Martin Blakebrough  Chief Executive, Kaleidoscope 
Claire Brown   Editor, Drink and Drug News  
Ali Campbell, UB40  Musician 
Professor David Clark  Director, WIRED  
Andy Cornwell   Cannabis Education Trust 
Bobby Cummines   Chief Executive, UNLOCK  
Toby Faber  Writer 
Matthew Foot   Solicitor, Birnberg Peirce Solicitors  
Dr Chris Ford    General Practitioner 
Gwyneth Herbert     Musician 
Professor Mike Hough    Institute for Criminal Policy Research 
Neil Hunt     Honorary Research Fellow, Imperial College 
Anthony Hyams    Accountant 
Glynis Johns    Actor 
Axel Klein     Editor, Drugs and Alcohol Today  
Dr Gordon Morse    Specialist in Addiction Medicine  
John Podmore    Former Governor of Brixton Prison 
David Potter    Partner, Potter & Shelley, Solicitors 
Greg Powell     Partner, Powell Spencer Solicitors  
John Ramsey    Director, TICTAC Communications Ltd 
Pamela Reddy    Solicitor, Hodge Jones & Allen Solicitors  
David Rocksavage   Film Director 
Steve Rossell    Chief Executive, Cranstoun 
Harry Shapiro     Editor, Druglink  
Jean Simmons OBE   Actor 
Dr Alex Stevens    University of Kent 
Gerry Stimson    Professor Emeritus, Imperial College 
Sting     Musician 
Mike Trace  Chief Executive, RAPt 
Ian Wardle    Chief Executive, Lifeline 
 
Institute for Criminal Policy Research 
International Harm Reduction Association  
KOKO Music Venue, Camden Town  
Law Enforcement Against Prohibition 

  
 
 

2 


