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TRUSTEES REPORT 

The trustees, who are also Directors for the purposes of the Companies Act, present their report 

and the financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31 March 2014. 

 

The principal aims of the company are to provide free and confidential legal, educational, welfare 

and expert drugs advice and information to any person, body, organisation or company in the 

areas of drug use, civil liberties, human rights and the criminal law. Release campaigns on issues 

that affect those we represent including reform of the UK’s current drug policy.  

 

Besides the core services of the specialist legal and drug helplines, and the legal surgeries 

provided at inner city drug projects in London, the company also provides specialist training and 

expert testimony in legal proceedings. Staff are also regularly asked to present at national and 

international conferences and are invited to contribute to the media debates around issues 

impacting on people who use drugs.  

 

FUNDS AND RESERVES 

The Board of Directors believes that the charitable company should hold financial reserves 

because it has no endowment funding and is entirely dependent upon income from grants, 

sponsorship, donor funding and other income, which is inevitably subject to fluctuation from year 

to year.   The Board of Directors  believes  that  the  minimum  level  of  reserves  should  be  the  

equivalent  of  two  months' operating  costs,  calculated  and  reviewed  annually.  It  would  like  

to  increase  this  to  at  least  three months' operating costs and believes that the reserves should 

be built up to the desired level in stages consistent with the company's overall financial position 

and its need to maintain and develop its charitable activities. The Board of Directors seeks to retain 

accumulated funds in accordance with the above policy in order to meet the company's working 

capital commitments and to provide a continuity of service in the event of late fund allocation or 

other contingencies. 

 

THE CHARITY'S ASSETS 

Acquisitions and disposals of fixed assets during the year are recorded in the notes to the financial 

statements. 

VOLUNTEER HELP 

Release is grateful to the many volunteers who dedicate their time to the organisation and support 

the various aspects of the organisation’s work – their contribution cannot be overstated. In 

2013/14 approximately 50 volunteers supported the legal team, the drugs team and Release’s 

international project TalkingDrugs. Many of those involved assisted in the delivery of our services, 

manning the helpline under supervision, or drafting letters on behalf of our clients. Those 

volunteering for the TalkingDrugs project were instrumental in developing content for the website. 

The organisation was also lucky to have a number of sponsored interns work at the charity; their 
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role was to undertake specific research activities and many of them have contributed to the policy 

work. As previously stated, the financial benefit to the organisation of the volunteer programme is 

immeasurable.  

MAIN RISKS 

The  Board  of  Directors  has  conducted  its  own  review  of  the  major  risks  to  which  the  

charitable company is exposed and systems have been established to mitigate those risks.   

Significant external risk to funding has led to the development of the strategic plan that will 

allow for concentration and focus  on  particular  areas  of  activity  and  also  for  diversification  

of  funding. Internal risks are minimised by the implementation of strict financial procedures, clear 

lines of management and staff supervision and appraisals. A yearly review of the risk analysis is 

carried out by senior management and the Board.  

 

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE 
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Release takes decisions through regular meetings as follows: 

 Quarterly board meetings - Executive Director/Head of Legal in attendance 

 Annual General Meeting – Executive director/Head of Legal in attendance  

 Ad hoc meetings with board members and executive director 

 Monthly team meetings - all staff 

 Monthly team meetings - drugs team 

 Monthly team meetings - legal team 

 Weekly meetings Executive Director - Head of Legal Services 

 Weekly meetings Executive Director - Finance/Operations  

 Weekly meetings Executive Director - Head of Drugs Services 

 Weekly meetings with staff and volunteers 

 

APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEES 

The Memorandum and Articles of Association requires that there be at least three trustees. Every 

trustee is appointed for a term of five years by a resolution of the trustees passed at a special 

meeting. In selecting a new trustee, the trustees take into account the benefits of appointing a 

person who is able, by virtue of his or her personal or professional qualifications, to make a 

contribution to the pursuit of the objects or management of the charity. 

 

New  trustees  are  expected  to  spend  an  induction  day  at  the  Release  offices  meeting  with  

the Executive Director and other key staff, as well as attending one of the outreach programmes. 

The induction process also includes familiarisation with the organisation’s work and history.   

 

Trustees are also expected to attend organisational strategy meetings as required, as well as the 

scheduled quarterly board meetings - one to include the AGM. 

 

Trustees are expected where possible to attend Release events and become involved with additional 

project work relevant to a trustee's skills/choice. 

 

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 

The principal aims of the company are to provide free and confidential legal, educational and welfare 

advice and information to any person, body, organisation or company in the areas of drug use, civil 

liberties, human rights and the criminal law.  

 

Legal Services Development  

 

The delivery of legal and welfare outreach services based at drug treatment programmes across 

London is one of Release’s main service activities. As highlighted in last year’s report, the funding from 

the Big Lottery Community Development Fund has been instrumental in assisting in the development 



RELEASE LEGAL EMERGENCY AND DRUGS SERVICE LIMITED 
 
TRUSTEES REPORT (continued)      YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2014 

 
 

8 
 

of the programme, with a four year grant to deliver 12 pilot programmes. The first 3 of these pilots 

were delivered in 2013/14 and continued funding was secured for the Islington and Ealing pilots in 

2014/15. In July 2014 we will be launching three new pilot projects in Lewisham, Wandsworth and 

Newham. As with the previous pilots, we will work with local service providers and Commissioners to 

secure long term funding. Additionally, we will be proactively meeting with Commissioners across 

London to discuss potential funding in areas where we are currently not located.   

 

There is no doubt that the current funding environment is difficult, with many competing interests 

vying for the same public health funds. Release is working hard to secure funds in this new landscape 

and we have undertaken a number of actions to ensure that this is a viable course of action. The Head 

of Legal Services has developed a document which shows how the provision of the legal surgery can 

assist in meeting some of the public health indicators detailed in the Public Health Framework 

Outcomes document. Release has also been funded to carry out an in-depth evaluation of how the 

delivery of the legal services ancillary to treatment services can assist in promoting a number of public 

health outcomes; this work is being carried out in conjunction with Blenheim Community Drug Project 

and will be used as additional tool in demonstrating the significant and positive impact this service has 

for the clients.  

We are also looking at ways to develop a virtual legal service which would allow Release to deliver this 

unique and highly regarded stream of work outside of London.  

Beyond the legal and welfare surgeries the Release legal team also wants to update and develop a 

number of publications including a guide to representing yourself at Court for possession of drugs as 

due to legal aid cuts representation in these matters is now much more difficult to secure unless 

paying privately.  

Release’s Executive Director and Head of Legal Services continue to pursue possible avenues for 

strategic litigation in respect of decisions by treatment providers that lead to a failure in their duty to 

clients as well as policy decisions that impact negatively on people accessing services.  

Helpline Expansion  

 

The helpline is still the only element of Release’s work that is unfunded. However, we believe that this 

service goes to the core of what Release does: providing quality expert and legal advice to the public 

for free, and enables us to keep up to date with what is happening regarding people who use drugs.  

The aim in the last 12 months was to increase the traffic to the helpline services by both telephone 

and email. The target of a 10% increase from the previous year has been exceeded, with Release 

receiving approximately 12% more enquiries than this time last year. Particular increases have been 

experienced through email enquiries where we receive anywhere between two – six requests for 

advice a day. All email enquiries are answered within a 24 hour period. This increase has largely been 

driven as a result of the GoogleAds grant which places Release consistently within the top three of 

websites to contact for advice on drugs and drug laws. Additionally, the launch of the new website in 

July 2013 has seen a significant increase of traffic to the online platform. Web forms have been 
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included as part of the new website design. Not only has this increased the number of queries we 

receive, it also enables people to send enquiries direct via a built-in web form.  

Release staff have discussed implementing an out-of-hours telephone advice service – we have trialled 

extended access over holiday periods including Christmas, Easter and bank holidays.  This has initially 

involved the helpline being diverted to staff members’ mobile telephones on a rota basis.  The 

feedback from callers who received advice during this time has been extremely positive, and all were 

surprised that their call was answered having expected to leave a message and receive a call back 

during office hours.  This highlighted to us that any extension would require a good level of advertising 

in order to warrant staff and professional volunteers being in place to deliver advice. We have also 

had to consider whether we currently have the capacity to operate the out-of-hours service. Despite 

much of it being manned by volunteers, the need to have staff supervising this activity along with the 

lack of funding available for the advice service has meant that we have decided to put this action on 

hold for the moment. 

Policy and Campaigning Work  

Release’s second publication in the ‘Drugs – It’s Time for Better Laws’ campaign launched in August 

2013. ‘The Numbers in Black and White: the Ethnic Disparities in the Policing and Prosecution of Drug 

Offences in England and Wales’ was a primary piece of research, co-researched and written with 

academics from the London School of Economics, and detailed the significant racial disproportionately 

that exists in the application of the drug laws domestically. This strategy of developing and producing 

primary research will continue in 2014/15 and we are currently exploring analysis of the socio-

economic status of those caught in possession of drugs.  

Release will be working on engaging policy makers and the public around the UN General Assembly 

Special Session on Drugs (‘UNGASS’) in 2016. The last UNGASS on drugs was in 1998, and this meeting 

has been brought forward at the request of the Mexican, Guatemalan and Colombian governments 

as countries at the front of the ‘war on drugs’. Release sees this as a real opportunity to advocate for 

reform of drug policies away from a criminal justice response and to brief national policy makers and 

the public about the impact of the current UK approach. Internationally, through its web platform 

TalkingDrugs.org Release will seek to educate people about the UNGASS process.  This will include 

developments and updates, and will provide an opportunity for the public to get involved through 

innovative social media projects.  

Financial Strategy 

At any time it is important to ensure that diverse streams of income are identified, this is even more 

critical in light of the current economic climate.  Release has been successful in stabilising income 

streams over the past few years however as already stated much of this is project or restricted 

funding. In the next 12 months Release will be doing more to identify and apply for core funding, and 

we believe that as our reputation for new, exciting and impactful streams of work is cemented we will 

be more likely to secure this type of funding.  

 

RESULTS 

http://www.talkingdrugs.org/
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Net outgoing resources of the company for the year were (£17,883) (2013 – net outgoing resources 
£73,187) details of which are given in the financial statements below. 

 

Free reserves at 31st March 2014 amounted to £63,731 (2013 - £82,500). 
Further details of funding sources and expenditure incurred to achieve the charity’s key objectives 

are disclosed hereunder and in the notes to the financial statements  

PUBLIC BENEFIT 

The Board of Directors are satisfied that in setting the objectives and planning the activities of 

Release these are fully compatible with the purposes of the charity and are  fully compliant with the 

Charities Act 2011 public benefit requirement. 

ACTIVITIES AND REVIEW OF THE YEAR 

The company operated satisfactorily during the year to 31 March 2014. 

 

Release’s financial position in 2013/14 continued to stabilise with the organisation demonstrating a 

small surplus year on year. Through stringent fiscal management and by diversifying and 

underpinning its service provision the organisation is enhancing its presence and attracting new 

donors and funders. However, we know we can do more and whilst much of the successful 

fundraising to date has been for specific projects our short to medium term plan is to focus more on 

securing core funding. This will be a significant factor in strengthening the organisation more in the 

coming years.  

1. Advice & Representation Services 

In 2012/13 Release staff assisted nearly 7,000 individuals, this 

ranged from advice and advocacy services through our 

national helpline, to representation for those accessing the 

legal surgeries and the provision of counselling at a GP 

surgery in London.  

Legal 

In July 2013/14 Release launched the first of the Lottery funded pilot surgeries in Barking & Dagenham, 

Ealing and Islington. This saw the legal team delivering 13 surgeries across 11 London boroughs.  

Last year we assisted 1567 clients 

through the legal surgery 

programme. The work carried out by the 

legal team grew as the number and 

complexity of issues presented 

increased – this is linked to the effects of 

cuts to public funding for a variety of 

matters which is discussed separately 
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below. Within the programme overall, 30% accessed the service for welfare benefits matters 

(including representation at tribunals); 16% for housing advice and assistance (including 

homelessness applications and reviews); 38% for debt matters; 6% for family law matters; 6% for 

criminal legal advice and 4% for other legal issues (including complaints against the police and 

criminal injuries claims).  

Release continued to represent clients at first-tier social security tribunals, providing written 

submissions and representation at oral hearings.  The demand for this service has been steadily 

increasing over the last few years, but the removal of legal aid for these cases in April 2013 saw a surge 

in requests for assistance and demand for this service.  During the first six months after the cuts, the 

number of tribunals attended by Release lawyers was double that dealt with in the preceding six 

months, and this has continued to grow.  The complexity of the issues involved has also intensified, 

with a greater number of cases concerning not only the effect of illness on ability to work but also 

eligibility for European Union (EU) nationals.   

In the last 12 months 72 

individuals have been 

represented at social security 

tribunals, with 98% being 

decided in favour of our 

clients.  There is at least a six 

month wait for a hearing from 

the point an appeal is 

submitted; as such we have a 

large number of pending 

appeals which are yet to be 

heard.   

The impact of the legal aid cuts has had a significant impact on the delivery of the legal surgeries and 

the type of assistance sought. In addition to the effect of the termination of public funding for first 

stage social security tribunals, other cuts to public funding have had an impact on the legal services 

provided by Release: 

Family law 

Private law disputes around contact with children, along with many other areas of family law, are no 

longer within the scope of public funding as of April 2013. This has left many low income individuals 

and families with the unrealistic prospect of paying for representation or attending Court themselves.  

Release has seen an increase in the number of clients approaching us for advice and assistance in this 

area.  Whilst we do not have the resource capacity to go to Court with these clients we have been 

liaising and negotiating with the other parent about contact arrangements and, where necessary, 

assisting with the completion of Court application forms and supporting evidence.  
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Housing law 

Similarly, changes to funding for housing and homelessness cases has led to Release adapting the work 

they do.  Where previously, cases such as reviews of local authority decisions not to accept a duty to 

house homeless people could be referred to specialist housing solicitors at an early stage, firms are 

unable to take this on until a later point.  The legal team are therefore filling what would have been a 

gap in service provision.  Whilst this is great for client consistency and continuity, it means that the 

lawyers have more work than ever. 

Expert Witness Service 

The Expert Witness Service continues to expand and is an important source of income for the 

organisation. The reputation of the Expert Witness team, led by Gary Sutton Head of Drugs Services, 

is strong and they provide objective and up-to-date information in cases involving; supply of drugs; 

cultivation/production of cannabis; the use of adulterants and proceeds of crime. In 2011/12 the team 

was instructed in 42 cases - this grew to 81 cases in 2012/13. This is expected to grow further in 

2013/14 as more of the team are able to provide expert testimony in such cases.  

 

Drugs Advice Service 

Release launched a new counselling service in 2012/13, located at a West London GP practice. The 

Head of Drugs at Release, who is a qualified counsellor, continued to deliver this service throughout 

2013/14. The counselling delivered is aimed at patients of GPs who are not ready to enter structured 

treatment programmes. This is another source of funding and ensures that the organisation diversifies 

in terms of income generation.  

2. Projects  

TalkingDrugs – Release’s international project - grew in strength this year as the content became more 

focused and engaging. We have also seen an increase in partnerships with other organisations through 

the adoption of a creative commons license and by setting up reciprocal agreements to cross-post 

articles.  

 

The website aims to engage the public on issues related to drug policy, harm reduction and drug use 

more generally. New content is uploaded regularly and can be accessed in a range of languages (27 to 

date) although the main traffic comes from English, Spanish, French and Russian speaking countries. 

The audience has stabilised at around 400,000 visitors from across the globe per year.  

 

Volunteers are a very important aspect of TalkingDrugs and without their support this project would 

not be as successful as it is. Volunteers are based both at the office and around the world, and come 

from a range of backgrounds including those in education, people who have experience of problematic 

drug use, and those working in the drugs field. It is the commitment of these people that has really 

enhanced the project over the last few years.  

 

In the coming months TalkingDrugs will be utilised to support a number of Release’s campaigns 

through the use of innovative social media tools. As highlighted above, a significant focus of the 
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project will be the UNGASS on drugs in 2016 where TalkingDrugs will continue to engage the public 

on this aspect of the international debate and will provide forums for people to get involved. This is a 

particularly exciting time for the project - in April 2014 a new coordinator, who has a background in 

journalism specialising in reporting on drugs in Latin America, took the lead on this project.  

 
Stop and Search Youth Programme  
                                      
The stop and search project at Release has developed significantly over the last 12 months. For over 

eight months Release staff consulted with over 60 young people across London on the issue, 

identifying their needs for materials that could really empower them to deal with this type of police 

interaction.  

 

The young people were involved at all stages of this project, including coming up with the name, 

design and presentation. Outside of the consultation we have provided opportunities for the young 

people who have engaged in the project to take on additional roles in our web development, outreach 

and communications activities to develop their professional skills. 

The final name chosen by our consultees was ‘Y-STOP’. To date we have produced a travel wallet that 

contains the main principles for dealing with a stop and search, with a more detailed ‘rights card’ 

inserted into this. Additionally, we have produced a legal manual for practitioners detailing the law 

around stop and search including case studies, as well as a training manual which supports the Y-Stop 

peer training programme.   

 

The Y-Stop training programme was also launched as part of the project and includes a peer training 

package as well as a package for youth workers and educators, which is still in development. The peer 

training has reached over 300 young people so far and has been delivered in a range of settings 

including youth clubs, schools, colleges and pupil referral units. The training centres on participants’ 

own experiences with the police and involves a role play that aims for young people to apply the key 

principles to handling a stop and search. From a recent training session in at a school in Hounslow, we 

received very positive feedback, with 85% of students feeling confident they could apply the 

S.E.A.R.C.H. principles when next stopped by police and 80% stating they would share these principles 

with friends. All students felt they had learned new information during the session, especially 

regarding using phones to film a search and that they were not required to provide personal details 

to officers. Recipients have commented that they particularly like the behavioural focus of the training 

as opposed to traditional ‘know your rights’ training as they find it easier to remember – especially in 

a highly stressful situation - and are more likely to apply this learning if stopped and searched.  

In 2014/15 a new website to support the project will be launched. Here, young people will be able to 

download the materials, share their experiences either by text or video and upload complaints about 

stop and searches that fall below an unacceptable standard. We will also be producing a parent’s guide 

on stop and search that will include key statistics, myth-busting, advice on accessing legal support and 

registering an official complaint if required; a film demonstrating to young people how they can more 

effectively handle and influence the outcome of this type of police interaction and an app to allow 

young people to easily access advice, upload video evidence of a stop and search they have 

experienced or witnessed and complain through Release after an unsatisfactory stop and search has 

occurred. These complaints can be registered either formally or informally and Release aims to 
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support the complainant through the whole process. Instead of a traditional ‘know your rights’ 

approach, this project aims to help a young person through behavioural interaction, as well as 

empowering them to understand what they can and can’t do, what they can expect from the police 

and being aware of the different types of support available to them. 

 

This work stream is being developed in collaboration with Stop-Watch and UK Fully Focussed. 

Release is leading on this project due to the research work we have undertaken around drug policing 

and stop and search.  

 

3. Campaigning and Lobbying  

Release and LSE’s research into the ethnic disparities in the policing of drug offences was described 

by The Voice, Britain’s leading black newspaper, as a ‘landmark report’ and Owen Jones called Release 

a ‘pioneering drugs charity’ in the Independent. This work has had a significant impact on the drug 

policy debate within the UK and has seen a number of audiences and new actors engaged on the issue 

of drug policy and policing, including activists advocating for improved racial equality.  

 
The report was covered in a full page exclusive in the Guardian and was supported by a number of 

online social media tools including info graphics that were shared widely through platforms such as 

Twitter, Facebook and Reddit. Since launching the report has been downloaded over 80,000 times, 

and the images supporting the report were ‘shared’ 35,000 times through Facebook in the first few 

days of its release.  

 
As well as the coverage by the Guardian and the Voice the report was featured in a number of 
publications including: 

The Huffington Post 
OpenDemocracy 
Le Monde  
The Independent  

Euronews 

Press TV 

IB Times 

Times of India 

Vice

 

 

On the day of launch Richard Branson blogged on the report supporting the findings and calling for 

the need to reform.  

 
At a political level it has been a particularly opportune moment to release this report. The public view 
of the police in the UK is at an all-time low with new scandals emerging on a regular basis.  At the 
heart of the issue is how the police abuse their powers. This has been driven by a number of incidents 
including the inquest into the death of Mark Duggan, a young man shot dead by the police which 
sparked the August 2011 riots; and, the discovery that the London Metropolitan Police spied on the 
Lawrence family after the death of their son.  The inquiry into Stephen Lawrence’s death led to the 
police being described as institutionally racist as a result of their failure to properly investigate his 
murder.  
 

http://www.stop-watch.org/
http://www.fullyfocusedproductions.com/
http://www.voice-online.co.uk/article/black-people-have-become-victims-war-drugs%E2%80%99
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/if-our-politicians-were-brave-enough-or-even-simply-rational-they-would-follow-uruguays-lead-and-legalise-cannabis-8998461.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/aug/21/ethnic-minorities-likely-charged-drug-possession
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/05/20/black-people-more-likely-to-be-charged-cannabis-cocaine_n_5359170.html
http://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/niamh-eastwood/numbers-in-black-and-white-racism-in-policing-of-drugs
http://www.courrierinternational.com/article/2013/08/22/toujours-plus-de-controles-au-facies
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/under-12s-targeted-by-police-stopandsearch-teams-8835548.html
http://de.euronews.com/2013/11/06/uk-drugs-policy/
http://www.presstv.com/detail/2014/02/02/348881/british-police-target-blacks-more/
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/black-people-stop-search-drug-offences-possession-500820
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/uk/Asians-frisked-more-than-whites-for-drugs-in-UK-Study/articleshow/21990557.cms
http://www.vice.com/en_uk/read/how-to-make-drugs-better-in-2014
http://www.virgin.com/richard-branson/we-need-better-drug-laws
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Throughout all of these reports, the lack of trust in police and their lack of legitimacy amongst the 

black community have repeatedly been highlighted. The use of stop and search powers by the police 

has been a particular focus of dissatisfaction amongst the public and policy makers.  

 

The Home Secretary launched a review into police use of stop and search last summer and as part of 

the public consultation Release submitted the findings of the report, emphasising that no meaningful 

reform of the power could be achieved without addressing the drug laws. In addition to submitting a 

formal consultation response the Executive Director has been meeting with senior politicians and 

policymakers, advising them on the findings of the report and highlighting that proper reform can only 

be achieved by tackling the problems created through the policing of drugs.  

 
The Home Secretary announced the proposals to reform stop and search at the end of April, and whilst 

drugs policing was not explicitly addressed she did make a commitment to ensure that the police move 

away from a target driven culture; a factor that drives the policing of low level street possession of 

drugs. Additionally, Release’s report into the ethnic disparities that exist in the policing and 

prosecution of drug offences was mentioned by Julian Huppert MP and Paul Flynn MP in the 

Parliamentary debate.  

 

Moreover, we were particularly pleased that the power of strip search as a part of stop and search 

was referred to by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary for a review as part of the Home 

Secretary’s announcement. This is the first time that the use of this humiliating and intrusive power – 

which can be deployed prior to arrest and overwhelmingly is used in drug searches – has been the 

subject of external scrutiny.  

 

We are also delighted that the launch of the report led to increase engagement with activists within 

the black minority and ethnic community. As stated, The Voice highlighted the fact that our report 

showed that black people were being unfairly targeted for drug stop and searches; this provided an 

opportunity to really engage with community activists based in London. In addition, the Chair and Vice 

Chair of the National Black Police Association have, with our support, come out in favour of drug law 

reform in the UK.  Release will continue this engagement over the coming months and our work 

around stop and search more generally and our collaborative work with StopWatch will enhance this 

stream of work. 

 
Release once again led a coalition of NGOs in collecting evidence and drafting submissions to the 

Department for Work and Pensions on the Work Capability Assessment used to assess claimants for 

sickness benefits.  Our input into this was crucial, not only in terms of the logistical element, but in 

providing the evidence of client experiences and statistics.  As the only organisation in the UK 

combining work on drug policy with direct service delivery we have unparalleled access to data about 

social security appeals and individual clients and service user groups to respond to the DWP’s 

questions.  In recognition of this, Release and the coalition were approached to meet with the review 

team to feed into the process in advance of submission to ensure that the specific issues faced by 

those who use drugs and alcohol were being properly addressed and represented during the review.  

http://www.release.org.uk/blog/release-responds-consultation-stop-and-search
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/27692869
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/27692869
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We submitted our evidence in August 2013 and the DWP launched their 4th Independent Review of 

the WCA in December that year.    

 

Release has continued to work on promoting harm reduction at a national level. We are members of 

the newly formed Harm Reduction group which is made up of a number of NGOs including the 

National AIDs Trust (NAT); Harm Reduction International; the Terrence Higgins Trust; Substance 

Misuse Management for GPs and the Hepatitis C Trust amongst others. This has led to the Executive 

Director of Release representing the group in meetings with senior civil servants at Public Health 

England (PHE) where we discussed our concerns about the fact that much of what they produced 

focused heavily on the ‘recovery’ language at the expense of harm reduction. In practice this approach 

by PHE and Government has led to some local services moving away from using evidence based harm 

reduction interventions, or at the very least limiting their use.  

 

Release staff have also responded to a number of Government consultations and proposed legislation 

including:  

 The Anti-Social Behaviour, Policing and Crime Bill 

 The Ministry of Justice’s consultation on ‘Transforming Legal Aid’ 

 Work Capability Assessment – 3 year review 

 Department of Transport – New Drug Driving Offence 

 Criminal Justice and Courts Bill – Briefing to Parliamentarians  

 

Additionally, we have presented at a number of parliamentary groups including the APPG on Global 

Uncertainties and the APPG on Children.  

4. Organisational Profile  

 

Release staff continue to promote the work of the organisation, and raise issues related to drug policy, 

in the media and through attending conferences. In the last 12 months Release has been invited for 

media comment on:  

 Radio 4 – World at One  

 BBC News 24 

 Radio 5 

 Voice of Russia  

 Channel 5  

 Sky News  

 Various local radio stations  

 

The organisation’s view has been sought by journalists on a range of subjects including; the 

reclassification of ketamine; the decision to ban khat; the review of the legislation to allow drug 

services to dispense foil; the global drug policy debate; inequality of the drug laws; cannabis 

cultivation and the market; and new psychoactive substances (NPS). Release featured in well over 100 

media pieces in the UK over the last 12 months.  

 

In terms of UK conferences and events, Release staff have presented at the annual ADFAM 

conference; a HIT conference in Liverpool; a drug policy meeting at Chatham House; the Cheltenham 

Times Literary Festival (debating Peter Hitchens – our side won!); the Buchanan Institute Edinburgh; 

a parliamentary event organised by the English Collective of Prostitutes; a service user conference in 

http://www.release.org.uk/sites/release.org.uk/files/pdf/publications/Briefing%20for%20Lords.pdf
http://www.release.org.uk/publications/release%E2%80%99s-response-ministry-justice-professional-consultation
http://www.release.org.uk/publications/work-capability-assessment-%E2%80%93-call-evidence-year-3-independent-review-august-2013
http://www.release.org.uk/publications/response-department-transport%E2%80%99s-consultation-new-drug-driving-offence
http://www.release.org.uk/publications/briefing-criminal-justice-and-courts-bill
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Bournemouth; Essex University; the London School of Economics; the National Needle Exchange 

Forum’s conference; and the Drink and Drugs News conference.  

 

Outside of the UK the team have presented at the following conferences: the European Harm 

Reduction Conference (Switzerland); Lawyering on the Margins (Canada); the International Society for 

the Study of Drug policy (Italy); the Drug Policy Alliance Conference (USA); the Central European 

University (debate with the Deputy Director of UNODC) (Hungary); Medicines du Monde (France); and 

KABs national conference (Denmark). All of these attendances were funded externally.  

 

Our relationship with funders goes from strength to strength and we have been successful in applying 

to the European Union Youth Action Programme; the Trust for London and several other project 

focused funders. The Open Society Foundation (OSF) continues to fund our work and we have been 

delighted by the fact that they have approached us to deliver certain programmatic streams. 

 

However, it has been the online engagement that has been one of the defining features of the last 12 

months with traffic to the website growing significantly. Since the launch of the new website in July 

2013 the website traffic has grown by 92% from 262,000 to 503,290 visitors. We are delighted with 

this outcome and believe it reflects the increase in the organisation’s profile and the impact of the 

new site. Overwhelmingly, people access the website for the advice sections but the most visited page 

was the report on ethnic disparities. Also, the Release blog is becoming increasingly popular with 

commentary on Khat; cannabis and mental health; and sentencing for cannabis offences featuring in 

the top 20 pages.  

 

In terms of social media, the number of Facebook followers has increased from 4,550 to 7,200. The 

number of Release Twitter followers has increased from 5,400 to just over 10,000 and has proved a 

great source for promoting our work through tweets and retweets from celebrities, including Russell 

Brand promoting our playing cards.  

 

Release also runs other accounts on Twitter including the TalkingDrugs project which has just over 

7,300 followers (up from 4,000 in the last 12 months) and the Executive Director’s account which has 

over 2,500 followers.  

5. Training 

Release continued to provide specialist training courses on a variety of themes relating to drugs, the 

law and human rights. Please see our section on our Stop and Search work for more information on 

the training programme we are delivering under the Y.STOP project.  

 

We are very grateful for the support given to us by our various funders, including charitable bodies, 

statutory agencies and individual and corporate supporters who recognise the importance of the 

work of Release and enable us to provide the services and activities described in this report. 

http://www.talkingdrugs.org/
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THE TRUSTEES 

The trustees who served the charity during the period were as follows:  

 
Dr Christine Ford 
Roger Golland  
James Hardy (Treasurer) 
Edward Henry   
Ronald Hooberman (Chairman) 
Andrew MacDonald 
Amber Marks  
David Rowntree  
Viveen Taylor 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TRUSTEES 

The trustees (who are also the directors of Release Legal Emergency and Drugs Service Limited 

for the purposes of company law) are responsible for preparing the Trustees Annual Report and 

the financial statements in accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting 

Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 
 

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which 

give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the incoming 

resources and application of resources, including the income and expenditure, of the charitable 

company for that period. In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are required to: 
 

 select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

 observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP; 

 make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

 state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any 

material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; 

 prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to 

presume that the charitable company will continue in operation. 
 

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable 

accuracy at any time the financial position of the charitable company and enable them to ensure 

that the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. The trustees are also 

responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and hence for taking reasonable 

steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
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In so far as the trustees are aware: 

 there is no relevant audit information (information needed by the charitable 
company’s auditors in connection with preparing their report) of which the charitable 
company’s auditors are unaware, and 

 the trustees have taken all the steps that they ought to have taken to make 
themselves aware of any relevant audit information and to establish that the 
charitable company’s auditors are aware of that information. 

 

 
This report has been prepared in accordance with the special provisions for small companies under 
Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006. 

 
 

Approved by the board on 16 December 2014 and signed on their behalf by: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ronald Hooberman 

Chairman of Trustees 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

We have audited the financial statements of Release Legal Emergency and Drugs Service Ltd for the 

year ended 31st March 2014 which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet 

and the related notes. The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is 

applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted 

Accounting Practice). 

 

This report is made solely to the charitable company's members, as a body, in accordance with Chapter 

3 of Part 16 of the Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state 

to the charitable company's members those matters we are required to state to them in an auditor's 

report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume 

responsibility to anyone other than the charitable company and the charitable company's members 

as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed. 

 

RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF TRUSTEES AND AUDITOR 

As explained more fully in the Trustees' Responsibilities Statement set out in the Annual Report, the 

trustees (who are also the directors of the charitable company for the purposes of company law) are 

responsible for the preparation of the financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a true 

and fair view. 

 

Our responsibility is to audit and express an opinion on the financial statements in accordance with 

applicable law and International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland). Those standards require us 

to comply with the Auditing Practices Board's (APB's) Ethical Standards for Auditors. 

 

SCOPE OF THE AUDIT OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

An audit involves obtaining evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements 

sufficient to give reasonable assurance that the financial statements are free from material 

misstatement, whether caused by fraud or error. This includes an assessment of whether the 

accounting policies are appropriate to the charitable company's circumstances and have been 

consistently applied and adequately disclosed; the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates 

made by the trustees; and the overall presentation of the financial statements. In addition, we read 

all the financial and non-financial information in the Trustees' Annual Report to identify material 

inconsistencies with the audited financial statements and to identify any information that is 

apparently materially incorrect based on, or materially inconsistent with, the knowledge acquired by 

us in the course of performing the audit. If we become aware of any apparent material misstatements 

or inconsistencies we consider the implications for our report. 
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OPINION ON FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

In our opinion the financial statements: 

 give a true and fair view of the state of the charitable company's affairs as at 31st March 2014, 
and of its incoming resources and application of resources, including its income and 
expenditure, for the year then ended; 

 have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted 
Accounting Practice (applicable to smaller entities); and 

 have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006. 

OPINION ON OTHER MATTERS PRESCRIBED BY THE COMPANIES ACT 2006 

In our opinion the information given in the Trustees' Annual Report for the financial year for which 

the financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements. 

MATTERS ON WHICH WE ARE REQUIRED TO REPORT BY EXCEPTION 

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters where the Companies Act 2006 requires 

us to report to you if, in our opinion: 

 adequate accounting records have not been kept or returns adequate for our audit have not 
been received from branches not visited by us; or 

 the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or 

 certain disclosures of trustees' remuneration specified by law are not made; or 

 we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit; or 

 the trustees were not entitled to prepare the financial statements in accordance with the 
small companies regime and take advantage of the small companies exemption in preparing 
the directors' report. 

 

 

 

 

Philip John Dymond (Senior Statutory Auditor) 
Cheyettes Ltd 
Statutory Auditor 
167 London Road 
Leicester 
LE2 IEG 
 
Date: 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES  

(INCORPORATING THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Statement of Financial Activities includes all gains and losses in the year and therefore a statement 
of total recognised gains and losses has not been prepared. 
 

All of the above amounts relate to continuing activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unrestricted Restricted Total Funds Total Funds

Funds Funds 2014 2013

INCOMING RESOURCES Note £ £ £ £

Voluntary income 2 64,158 191,609 255,767 259,825

Activities for generating funds 3 113,550 141,979 255,529 237,834
Investment income 4 71 -            71 111- - - -

TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES 177,779 333,588 511,367 497,770

RESOURCES EXPENDED

Costs of generating funds:

Costs of generating voluntary income 5 (3,667) (250) (3,917) (3,102)

Fundraising costs 6 (5,666) -            (5,666) (5,669)

Charitable activities 7 (172,344) (332,452) (504,796) (547,476)

Governance costs 9 (14,871) -            (14,871) (14,710)- - - -

TOTAL RESOURCES EXPENDED (196,548) (332,702) (529,250) (570,957)

(18,769) 886 (17,883) (73,187)

Transfers between funds -          -            -            -          

Net movement in the year (18,769) 886 (17,883) (73,187)

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS

Total funds brought forward 82,500 19,531 102,031 175,218

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 63,731 20,417 84,148 102,031

Incoming resources from generating funds:

NET INCOMING RESOURCES FOR THE YEAR/NET 

EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR
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2014 2013

FIXED ASSETS Note £ £ £ £

Tangible assets 13 6,321       6,565     

CURRENT ASSETS

Debtors 14 61,040    47,711     

Cash at bank 51,260    68,420     - - 

112,300 116,131   

CREDITORS: Amounts fall ing due

within one year 15 (34,473) (20,665)

NET CURRENT ASSETS 77,827     95,466   

- -- -

NET ASSETS 84,148     102,031 

FUNDS

Restricted income funds 18 20,417     19,531   

Unrestricted income funds 19 63,731     82,500   

TOTAL FUNDS 84,148     102,031 

BALANCE SHEET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions for small 
companies under Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006. 
 
These financial statements were approved by the Board of Directors on 16 December 2014 and 
signed on their behalf by: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James Hardy 
Trustee 
DATE 
 
 
Company Registration Number: 1966619 
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1.  ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Basis of Accounting 

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention and in accordance 

with the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities (effective April 2008), the Statement of 

Recommended Practice "Accounting and Reporting by Charities" issued in March 2005 (SORP 

2005) and the Companies Act 2006. 

 

Cash flow statement 

The trustees have taken advantage of the exemption in Financial Reporting Standard No 1 (revised) 

from including a cash flow statement in the financial statements on the grounds that the charity is 

small. 

 

Capital grants 

These are credited to restricted funds. Depreciation of fixed assets purchased with the capital grants 

is then charged to these funds. 

 

Incoming resources 

Incoming resources represents the total income receivable during the year which is recognised 

on the accruals basis of accounting. 

 

Revenue  and  capital  grants  are  recognised  as  income  when  notification  is  received. The income 

is matched with the relevant expenditure for which the grant has been received. 

 

Donated assets are included at the value to the company where this can be quantified and a third 

party is bearing the cost.  No  amounts  are  included  in  the  financial  statements  for  services 

donated by volunteers as it is not practical to ascertain the value of these services. 

 

Deferred incoming resources 

Deferred incoming resources arise on income received but which may be allocated to a number of 

future periods in accordance with the terms of the grant or donation. The element of the 

income that is for a future period is deferred so as to match it to the periods covered by the terms 

of the income. 

 

Resources expended 

All expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis and is stated exclusive of VAT. Any 

irrecoverable VAT is included as a cost. 

 

Wherever possible, expenditure is allocated specifically to the relevant activities for which it is 

incurred. Where costs cannot be directly attributed they have been allocated to activities on a basis 

consistent with the use of the resources. Overhead costs in the statement of financial activities are 

apportioned on the basis of staff time spent on each activity. 
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Fixtures 

Depreciation is calculated so as to write off the cost of an asset over the useful economic life of that 

asset as follows: 

 

  Fixtures, fittings and equipment - 25% per annum on cost 

 

Items  costing  less  than  £250  are  not  capitalised,  but  charged  in  full  to  the  income  and 

expenditure account for the year in which the cost is borne. 

 

Operating lease agreements 

Rentals applicable to operating leases where substantially all of the benefits and risks of ownership 

remain with the lessor are charged against profits on a straight line basis over the period of the 

lease. 

 
Irrecoverable VAT 
Irrecoverable VAT is charged to the profit and loss account on an accruals basis. 
 
Fund accounting 
Unrestricted funds comprise accumulated surpluses on general funds and these are available for use 
in the furtherance of the general charitable objectives of the company. 
 
Restricted funds are those that can only be used for restricted purposes within the objects of the 
company. Restrictions arise when specified by donors or when funds are raised for particular 
restricted purposes. 
 
Designated funds are set up out of general funds by the directors for specific purposes. The purposes 
are described in the notes to the accounts. 
 
Where a fund is anticipated to expend more resources than it has received, a transfer is made from 
general unrestricted funds to cover any shortfall on the project. 
 
Further explanation on the nature and purpose of each of the restricted funds is included in the notes 
to the financial statements. 
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Unrestricted Total Funds Total Funds

Funds 2014 2013

£ £ £

Bank interest 71 71 111

Unrestricted Restricted Total Funds Total Funds

Funds Funds 2014 2013

£ £ £ £

Consultancy 10,540 -            10,540 12,142

Expert Witness Income 69,875 -            69,875 55,722

Hosting & Support Income 31,250 -            31,250 25,280

Legal Surgery income -          141,979 141,979 133,662

Online Merchandise 443 -            443 28

Publication Income 51 -            51 61

Training and conferences 1,391 1,391 10,939- 

113,550 141,979 255,529 237,834

Unrestricted Restricted Total Funds Total Funds

Funds Funds 2014 2013

Donations £ £ £ £

Neil Kreitman 10,000    – 10,000     10,000   

Other small donations 5,783      813 6,596        13,051

Balance carried forward 15,783 813 16,596 23,051

Grants Receivable

Alison Mary Holt - Legacy 3,375      -            3,375        -          

Esmee Fairbairn 40,000    -            40,000     40,000   

European Commission -          50,101     50,101     -          

Foundation Open Society Institute -          140,135   140,135   124,274 

Gilead Sciences 5,000      5,000        -          

J Paul Getty Jnr Char Trst -          -            -            44,000   

London Legal Support Trust -          -            -            5,000     

Martin Brodie - Legacy -          -            -            23,500   

Other grants recievable -          560           560           -          ## # # #

64,158    191,609   255,767   259,825 TOTAL ## # # #

2 VOLUNTARY INCOME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 INCOMING RESOURCES FROM ACTIVITIES FOR GENERATING FUNDS  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 INVESTMENT INCOME 
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Unrestricted Total Funds Total Funds

Funds 2014 2013

Fundraising event 5,666 5,666 5,669

Unrestricted Restricted Total Funds Total Funds

Funds Funds 2014 2013

£ £ £ £

Gifts & Donations -          -            -            40

Staff salaries 9,305 -            9305 9,310

Professional fees 716 -            716 340

Legal fees -          -            -            270

Audit fees 4,850 -            4850 4,750

14,871    -            14,871     14,710   

Support Total Funds Total Funds

Costs 2014 2013

£ £ £ £

Information, advice and advocacy      425,855 78,941 504,796 547,476

The charity undertakes direct charitable activities only and does not make grant payments.

Activities 

Undertaken

Directly 

Unrestricted Restricted Total Funds Total Funds

Funds Funds 2014 2013

£ £ £ £

Information, advice and advocacy 142,164 283,691 425,855 438,797

Support costs 30,180 48,761 78,941 108,679

172,344 332,452 504,796 547,476

5 COSTS OF GENERATING VOLUNTARY INCOME 

 

6 FUNDRAISING COSTS 

 

 

 

7 COSTS OF CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES BY FUND TYPE  

 

 

 

 

8 COSTS OF CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES BY ACTIVITY TYPE 

 

 

 

 

9 GOVERNANCE COSTS 

 

5 COSTS OF GENERATING VOLUNTARY INCOME

Unrestricted Restricted Total Funds Total Funds

Funds Funds 2014 2013

£ £ £ £

Campaigns 1,900 -            1,900 -          

Equipment Hire 1,035 -            1,035 1,329

Hospitality 700 74             774 1,276

Marketing 32 176           208 497

3,667 250 3,917 3,102
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2014 2013

Net incoming resources are stated after charging £ £

Depreciation 3,692        6,591     

Loss on disposal of fixed assets -            1,782     

Auditors remuneration (See below) 4,850        4,750     

Fixtures, Fittings &

Equipment

£

COST

At 1 April 2013 43,203

Additions 3,448

Disposals -          

At 31 March 2014 46,651

DEPRECIATION

At 1 April 2013 36,638

Charge for the year 3,692

On disposals  -

At 31 March 2014 40,330

NET BOOK VALUE

At 31 March 2014 6,321

At 31 March 2013 6,565

Total staff costs were as follows: 2014 2013

£ £

Wages and salaries 319,841 310,248

Social security costs 31,002 31,619

350,843 341,867

The  average monthly number  of  employees  during  the  year was: 2014 2013

No No

Direct charitable work & administration 13 11

None of the trustees received any remuneration, benefits or expenses during the year. 

No employee received emoluments exceeding £60,000 during the year

Cheyettes Ltd:

Audit of Financial Statements 4,850        4,750     

10 NET INCOMING RESOURCES FOR THE YEAR 

 

 

 

11 AUDITORS REMUNERATION 

 

12 STAFF COSTS AND EMOLUMENTS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

13 TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS – HELD FOR OWN USE 
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Land &

Buildings 

Other

 Items

Land &

Buildings 

Other

 Items

£ £ £ £

Operating leases which expire:

Between 1 - 5 years 46,680 1,005 -            1,005

In more than 5 years -          -            46,680 -          

46,680 1,005 46,680 1,005

As 31 March 2014 the charitable company had annual commitments uner non-cancelable 

operating leases as follows:

2014 2013

2014 2013

£ £

Trade debtors 40,969 26,670

Other debtors 6,814 6,643

Prepayments 13,257 14,398

61,040 47,711

2014 2013

£ £

Trade creditors 14,245 2,083

Other taxes and social security 13,766 11,295

Other creditors 696 1,337

Accruals 5,766 5,950

34,473 20,665

 

14 DEBTORS 

  

  

 

 

15 CREDITORS: Amounts falling due within one year 

 

 

 

 

 

16 PENSIONS 

The charitable company makes pension contributions for employees into individual 

personal pension plans. The assets of the scheme are held separately from those of the 

company in independently administered funds. 

 

 

17 COMMITMENTS UNDER OPERATING LEASES 

At 31 March 2014 the charity had annual commitments under non-cancellable operating leases as set 

out below. 
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At 

01 April

2013

Incoming 

Resources

Outgoing

Resources Transfers

At 

31 March

2014

£ £ £ £ £

Big Lottery Fund -          45,201 (36,445) -          8,756

EC Youth in Action -          50,101 (13,627) -          36,474

European Youth (1,619) -            -            -          (1,619)

Global Web Outreach (32,584) 70,879 (54,796) -          (16,501)

Latin American Fellowship Programme 16,195 2,584 (22,559) -          (3,780)

Legal Outreach Surgeries (41,195) 97,401 (133,513) -          (77,307)

Sttop-Watch Youth -          750 - -          750

Street Law 25,022 66,672 (44,964) -          46,730

Time for Better Laws 53,712 - (26,798) -          26,914

19,531 333,588 (332,702) -          20,417

18 RESTRICTED INCOME FUNDS 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

18 RESTRICTED INCOME FUNDS (continued) 

Restricted Project Funds: These comprise donations received for the specific projects that 

the charitable company administers. These are as follows: 
 

Big Lottery Fund: This funding is to develop the legal welfare outreach service by deploying 

three pilot surgeries every year for four years into designated deprived boroughs in London. 

Through demonstrating the effect of the service it is anticipated that local funding would be 

secured to continue the piloted services. 

 

EC Youth in Action: This project is funded by the European Commission and involves five 

youth lead organisations involved with drug harm reduction working in partnership to 

develop best practice training and engagement material that will be available in four 

languages and disseminated via dedicated on-line platform.   

 

Global Web Outreach: This is a project to develop a website (www.talkingdrugs.org) for 

a Global web presence. 
 

Global Web Outreach is an on-going project where the trustees anticipate receiving funds 

from various institutions in the 2014 financial year to cover the deficit of £16,501 at 31 

March 2014 and therefore the trustees do not consider it necessary to make a transfer 

from unrestricted funds at the balance sheet date. 

 

(Latin American) Fellowship Programme: The purpose of the programme is to support those 

working in sectors related to drug policy in order to improve their advocacy skills and to 

enhance their capacity in working with the media on drug policy. The fellowship seeks to add 

to a core group of existing high-profile drug policy activists in the Latin American region, 

including people not necessarily working full-time on drug related issues. The fellowship 

programme has been extended to include people from West Africa.   

 

http://www.talkingdrugs.org/
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Total

Restricted Funds -            20,417 20,417

Unrestricted Funds 6,321 57,410 63,731

6,321 77,827 84,148

Fixed

Assets

Net 

Current

Assets

At 

01 April

2013

Incoming 

Resources

Outgoing

Resources Transfers

At 

31 March

2014

£ £ £ £ £

General Fund 82,500 177,779 (196,548) -         63,731

82,500 177,779 (196,548) -          63,731

Time for Better Laws: is a Release led campaign calling for a review of drug policy in the UK 

with a specific focus on decriminalisation of drug possession. The campaign is supported by a 

research plan which will see the publication of 3 reports:  the first, a paper on decriminalisation, 

demonstrating that the law enforcement model adopted has little impact on the levels of drug 

use within a country and yet the criminalisation of people who use drugs causes significant 

harms to the individual and society (this paper was launched in July 2013). The second paper 

will be launched in early 2015 and will look at the socio-economic disparities in the policing and 

prosecution of drug possession offences in the UK. The final report to be launched in mid-2015 

will look at the crude economic costs associated with policing and prosecuting the possession 

of drugs in the UK. This project was funded by the JP Getty Junior Trust. 

 

19 UNRESTRICTED INCOME FUNDS 

 

 

 

 

 

20 LEGAL OUTREACH SURGERY INCOME 

The following organisations contributed to the Legal Outreach Surgeries: 

Addaction (Brent)  
Big Lottery Fund 
Drugs Advisory Service (Haringey) 
Lambeth Primary Care Trust 
London Legal Support Trust 

NHS Kensington and Chelsea 
Pilgrim Trust 
Tower Hamlets DIP 
Westminster Drug Project 

 

 

21 ANALYSIS OF NET ASSETS BETWEEN FUNDS 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.release.org.uk/decriminalisation-campaign
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22 COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE 

Release Legal Emergency and Drugs Service Limited is a company limited by guarantee and 

accordingly does not have a share capital. 

 

Every member of the company undertakes to contribute such amount as may be required 
not exceeding £1 to the assets of the company in the event of its being wound up while he 
or she is a member, or within one year after he or she ceases to be a member. 

 

 

 


