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BOARD REPORT 

At the beginning of 2012 Niamh Eastwood took over as Executive Director of Release. Having worked 
with Niamh for six years I am confident that under her leadership Release will continue to be an 
innovative, dynamic and compassionate organisation dedicated to the rights of people who use 
drugs and a powerful advocate for reform of the drug laws. (As a lawyer I am particularly impressed 
by the influence the Release submission had on the ‘Sentencing Guidelines for Drug Offences’ 
published in January 2012.  Its impact was evident in the Sentencing Council’s document ‘Drug 
Offences: Response to Consultation’ where Release's concerns were highlighted and in some cases 
adopted as a basis to depart from some of the initial draft proposals.) 

I would also like to record the Release Board's 
thanks to the previous Executive Director, 
Sebastian Saville, who left the organisation in 
December 2011 in a much better state than 
when he arrived in 2003. I and the other 
members of the Board wish him well for the 
future.  

Release has had some turbulent periods over the 
time I have been on the Board but I am pleased 
to say that, while funding remains a challenge, 
the organisation is currently in a stable position 

both financially and operationally. In a period of economic decline I would like to thank the funders 
and those who support the organisation which has ensured Release’s continued survival during these 
difficult times.  

The staff at Release have continued to show their dedication and concern for those who use drugs 
problematically and are impacted by punitive laws. The last 12 months has been a period of change 
at Release and of expansion both in terms of service delivery and lobbying work. This is largely as a 
result of the high quality of service delivery, commitment and professionalism of the team.  

The next financial year will be an exciting one for the organisation as it continues to deliver services 
and campaign for reform of current drug policies. The Board will be working as hard as ever to 
support the development of Release and the staff at the charity. I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the other trustees and look forward to working with them in 2012/13.  

Ronald Hooberman 

Chairman 
Board of Trustees 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://sentencingcouncil.judiciary.gov.uk/docs/Drug_Offences_Response-(web).pdf
http://sentencingcouncil.judiciary.gov.uk/docs/Drug_Offences_Response-(web).pdf
http://www.release.org.uk/about/ourpeople/trustees�
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

The last 12 months has been both a time of sadness and excitement. Sebastian Saville left the 
organisation to pursue other interests in December 2011 after nearly nine years in position, as 
Executive Director. There is no doubt that Sebastian was the driving force behind Release’s survival 
through tumultuous times and he was instrumental in ensuring that the organisation continues to be 
at the forefront of challenging inequitable laws and policies that impact on those who use drugs. On 
a personal note Sebastian has been both a mentor and friend to me. We wish him well for the 
future. Another member of staff who left in early 2012 was Colin Stewart. Colin had been with the 
organisation for nine years and during that time had helped countless numbers of people through 
the drugs helpline. His compassion and his dedication to those seeking help were unparalleled.  
 

Release has continued to grow this year both in 
terms of service delivery and as a leading advocate 
for reform of current drug policies. The number of 
legal surgeries grew in 2011/12, this means that the 
Release legal team are helping more people than 
ever with significant legal problems including 
homelessness and refusal of benefits. As someone 
who started as a legal advisor at Release in 2002, I 
can say that it is the experiences of our clients that 
has driven the issues we campaign on, to see 
marginalised and vulnerable people criminalised for 
drug use that is often a symptom of some deeper 
problem, is why we advocate for decriminalisation 

of possession of all drugs.  Overwhelming, our clients are good people who have had tough lives and 
who society treat as the ‘other’. This is why I am so proud to be part of a team that works to 
challenge the inequalities and the discrimination faced by those we represent.  
 
This year we launched a new campaign ‘Drugs – It’s Time for Better Laws’, writing to David Cameron, 
Release and forty high profile individuals called for a review of drug policy and specifically for the 
implementation of decriminalisation of drug possession offences. There was significant media 
reporting around the story with coverage in the all the national press and in some international 
outlets. This was the beginning of a series of the blows to current drug policy including the launch of 
the Global Commission on Drug Policy who publically condemned the ‘war on drugs’, the call from 
Latin American leaders that the status quo must end, the report of the enquiry of the Home Affairs 
Select Committee into drugs calling for a review and most recently the Deputy Prime Minister’s 
support for a rethink in how we manage drug use. This is an exciting time for drug policy reform and 
Release has been influential in many of these developments.  
 
However, the team have not just been working on the high profile debates but also on policy that 
practically impacts on people affected by drugs and drug laws every day. The Sentencing Council 
launched the new guidelines on the sentencing of drug offences in January 2012, the submission 
made by Release had a significant and positive impact on the final draft. The staff have also been at 
the forefront of challenging new welfare proposals which will see our clients pushed further into the 
margins, creating greater poverty and social exclusion. This will continue to be an area of contention 
in 2012 and 2013.  
 
In the next 12 months we will be launching new reports on models of decriminalisation of drug 
possession across the world and on how drug policing impacts disproportionately on BME 
communities. This work will support our call for ‘better drug laws’. Today, Release is in a stronger 
position than it has been for a number of years and I am very proud to be working with such a 
dedicated group of people. What I am most proud of is the privilege to be able to advocate on behalf 

http://www.release.org.uk/about/ourpeople/staff#exec_dir�
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of those clients that we have worked with, and continue to do so, over the years. It is their stories 
that should be an inspiration to us all.     
 
Niamh Eastwood 
Executive Director 
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Kirstie Douse, Head of Legal Services,  
and a client at a legal surgery. 

LEGAL OUTREACH SURGERY  

In 2011/ 12 Release provided legal advice and representation to clients of drug projects in 8 London 
boroughs seeing over 1500 clients: 

Camden (2)     

Hackney     

Hammersmith & Fulham (3) 

Haringey 

Kensington & Chelsea 

Lambeth 

Tower Hamlets  

Westminster 

 

SERVICE DELIVERY & ACTIVITIES  

The legal team consists of dedicated and motivated non-practising 
barristers, solicitors and paralegals (legal advisors) that deliver the 
legal surgeries and operate the helpline. They are supported and 
underpinned by a committed body of 
student law volunteers.  

Examples of the work undertaken 
include assisting homeless clients 
with initial applications for housing to 

the local authority; advocating on behalf of a client who is suffering 
harassment at their property and who wishes to be transferred; 
ensuring benefits are reinstated if a client has been sanctioned by the Department for Work and 
Pensions (‘DWP’); making backdated claims for housing benefit where a client faces eviction 
proceedings due to rent arrears; appealing against a decision of the DWP where it has been 
determined that a client is not entitled to a specific benefit. Some of the issues facing clients are as a 
direct result of their drug use, such as a client who is unable to complete benefit forms and then 
faces eviction. The role of the legal advisor is to try to resolve, where possible, the matter before any 
further action is taken against a client or to limit the damage of an existing problem.   

During 2011/12 Release provided Debt Relief Order Intermediary services. This means we were able 
to assist individuals with significant debt and limited income in making an application for a Debt 
Relief Order, this essentially extinguishes the debt owed.  

Representation is provided by the Release legal team in 
relation to social security matters. In the last 12 months 
over 50 clients have benefitted from this element of the 
service. Release was successful in over 92% of cases at 
tribunal appeals with just over 20% of these succeeding on 
written submissions alone.   

 

 

 

“Wonderful service. You 
really go out your way to help 
people and I wish there were 
more people like you.”  
Service User 

 

“These are the best submissions I have seen in 
months and are set out extremely clearly.  I hope 
that Release continues to be funded for as long 
as possible. 
Tribunal Judge to legal advisor: 
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DEMOGRAPHICS - SERVICE USER  

Of the 1583 clients seen in 2011/12 the demographic breakdown was as follows:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVALUATION OF THE SERVICE  

An evaluation of the legal surgery programme was carried out whereby clients and staff of the drug 
treatment centres were asked to complete qualitative questionnaires about their experiences of the 
service and the impact it had on them and their service (the full report can be accessed here). These 
are some of the main findings of that exercise:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is clear from this exercise that the legal 
surgery is a vital service for many of those 
accessing the drug projects they attend. It 
can also act as a form of engagement with 
one client recently commenting that the 
only reason he sought the support of the 
drug treatment centre was to gain access to 
the Release legal service. That client is now 
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fully engaged in the drug service and his problematic drug use has stabilised.  

The findings of the evaluation process will be used to gain further funding for other projects in the 
London area. Release is also taking steps to implement a virtual legal project in order to be able to 
provide this service to other parts of England.  
 
To view or download the full report, please click on the image. 
 
 
FREE HELP - ADVICE, ASSISTANCE AND INFORMATION 

The free help (advice, assistance and information) provision is an unfunded, non-judgmental and 
confidential service receiving a combination of telephone (operates for 20 hours a week) and email 
requests from both the public and professionals. This unique service has a National coverage 
delivering expert drugs and legal advice on a range of issues, and received over 4,000 individual 
queries during the year. Queries concerned a variety of topics and the enquiries came from various 
different sources, from concerned grandparents to professionals working in the city. Many queries 
often cross-pollinate between drugs and the law, so Release occupies an unfettered position, as no 
other organisation can address these complex queries, and the organisation will continue to provide 
the much needed service.  
 

 Release saw an increased focus on 
questions around cannabis cultivation and 
queries on sentencing for drugs offences, 
especially following new Sentencing 
Guidelines issued in February 2012, which 
Release had a significant impact on. We 
also continued to receive a high number of 
calls asking about drug issues and 
employment law, from both employers and 
employees, which are particularly 
pertinent in the current economic climate.  

 
Calls to the drugs helpline resulted in helping individuals and their carer(s) with detoxification, dose 
reduction, managing poly drug use or altering injecting behaviour. We continue to receive calls from 
people concerned with the accuracy, relevance and consequences of drug testing in a variety of 
settings. Furthermore, a growing number of professionals used the expertise that was available. The 
drugs team are able to offer clients highly qualified advice from drugs worker, toxicological and 
psychotherapeutic perspectives. 
There has been a small drop in the number of calls we receive through the national helpline although 
there was an increase in the numbers seeking advice via email. It is our view that this is a result of 
people using the internet for information they need. This is demonstrated by the number of people 
accessing Release through the web. In the last 12 months Release has seen a 68% rise in traffic to the 
Release website with nearly 336,000 individual visitors to the site.  
As legal aid and other vital advice services continue to be cut back, our free and confidential enquiry 
service provides a vital lifeline to those seeking assistance the breadth and depth of the country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.release.org.uk/images/stories/pdf/Evaluation Report 2012.pdf�
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THE DRUGS TEAM & THE EXPERT WITNESS SERVICE  

Our role in providing Expert Witness reports and Court testimony has 
always been a service that the organisation has offered, but prior to 
2004 this was very much on an ad hoc occasional basis. It seemed a 
logical extension of our remit as a national centre of expertise on drugs 
and the law to expand into this area and in difficult economic 
circumstances the work brings a robust income stream into the 
organisation. One additional difference between our existing service 
and Release's previous involvement in the field is that currently our 
reports are written from the perspective of a professional drug worker 
with experience of the law, as opposed to a lawyer with experience of 
drug working. We believe this is a key advantage both over our 
commercial competitors and the Experts retained by the Crown who 
tend to be police officers with an exaggerated enforcement 
phenomenology. 
 
In addition to providing reports across England and Wales we have also been retained by solicitors 
working in Scotland, Eire and the Isle of Man in the past year. We see this as a 'grapevine' 
endorsement of our service among practising solicitors and barristers. The team has been 
strengthened by the addition of a full time member of staff with a post graduate degree in 
neuroscience and a dedicated part-time research volunteer enabling us to commit to more cases 
without detracting from our core helpline and information provision role. 
 
Additionally the drugs team is looking to expand by providing a specialised counselling service in the 
community in the near future. We have been contracted to provide a substance misuse/alcohol 
counselling service within the NHS in a GP setting over the last year. This has been very popular with 
patients and with the staff at the service, and we will use this experience to build an in-house 
resource complementing the legal outreach service for clients.  We also offer a therapeutic group at 
the GP surgery for problem drinkers.  
 
We have a range of potential commissioners for such a service under an in-house Release service 
which we believe offers the type of therapeutic interaction not available to drug users in 'specialist' 
services', which tend to be based on basic relapse prevention and behaviour modification 
approaches. These modalities can be helpful, but are seriously limited in their efficacy with users 
who have long-standing emotional difficulties rooted in neglect and abuse.  
 
Finally, Release would like to thank our drug team volunteers in 2012 and in particular Colin Stewart 
who left the team this year after 9 years of outstanding service both as a volunteer and a member of 
staff.  
 
CAMPAIGNS 

Release launched its new campaign ‘Drugs – It’s Time for Better Laws’ with an open letter to the 
Prime Minister calling for a review of the UK’s drug policy with proper consideration being given to 
decriminalisation as a policy option. The letter was signed by a number of high profile individuals, 
including Sting, Dame Judi Dench, Mike Leigh, Bob Ainsworth MP, three former Chief Constables and 
several leading lawyers and was printed as full page advertisement in the Guardian newspaper. The 
campaign was launched to coincide with the launch of the first report by the Global Commission on 
Drugs, whose members include Kofi Annan, Richard Branson and Paul Volker amongst a host of the 
‘great and good’. 

http://www.release.org.uk/about/ourpeople/staff#drugs_head�
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We had a huge response from the media with the final numbers of articles produced in the 
traditional press reaching nearly three hundred separate reports.The campaign has made great use 
of social media to involve Release’s supporters in our efforts to encourage drug law reform. 
Supporters were encouraged to use Facebook and Twitter by providing them with the ability to 
tweet directly from the Release website. We have also facilitated through our website, supporters 
emailing their MPs with various policy papers including the report of the Global Commission on Drug 
Policy. 
 

This year we have published our first report in a series of three to support 
the ‘Drugs - Its Time for Better Laws’ campaign. ‘A Quiet Revolution: Drug 
Decriminalisation Policies in Practice Across the Globe’ an analysis of the 
ever increasing number of countries that have chosen to decriminalise 
drug possession was downloaded from the Release website over 80,000 
times in the first three months after its publication. The report is available 
in both English and Spanish. In 2013 we will publish our second report in 
the series that looks at the disproportionate policing of drug possession in 
England and Wales and has involved Freedom of Information Requests to 
every police in the country. This report is being written in conjunction with 
the Mannheim Centre for Criminology at the London School of Economics. 
 

As a result of the success of the launch of the ‘Drugs – It’s Time for Better Laws’ campaign we were 
approached by the All Party Parliamentary Group on Drug Policy Reform (‘APPGDPR’) to organise a 
House of Lords meeting on the Global Initiative for Drug Policy Reform.  The meeting was very 
successful with attendees from fifteen governments, included the Interior Minister for Colombia, a 
Senator and President of the Internal Affairs Committee from Mexico, several national drugs 
coordinators and a number of Ambassadors. Other attendees included members of parliament for 
the UK, academics and drug policy experts. 

Working with the Global Commission on Drug Policy, the Commissioners attending the event 
provided media comment pieces highlighting the importance of the need for drug policy reform.  

We assisted in the placing in the Observer an interview with President Santos of Colombia, where 
both the Global Commission on Drug Policy and the House of Lords meeting were referenced. John 
Mulholland, Editor of the Observer, also wrote an excellent comment piece in the same edition as 
the interview with Santos highlighting the failure of politicians to engage with the debate around 
drug policy reform. Baroness Manningham Buller, former Head of MI5 and a member of the 
APPGDPR, delivered the reception speech at the House of Lords event. Her speech called for drug 
possession to be decriminalised and for Governments to consider regulating and taxing cannabis. 
This attracted significant press coverage as did other elements of the event. 
 
 
MEDIA 
Release’s media work has been hugely successful during 2011/12, both of the major campaigning 
events attracted a huge level of press coverage. In each instance over three hundred articles, 
interviews etc appeared. The launch of the ‘Drugs – It’s Time for Better Laws’ campaign saw Release 
break new ground with The Sun and The Mirror allowing us to place articles that positively provided 
the chance to argue the case for reform  of our drug laws to tabloid audiences. This has continued 
with very positive coverage in The Sun of our report ‘A Quiet Revolution: Drug Decriminalisation 
Policies in Practice Across the Globe’. 

The success we have had in this area led to Release being approached by the Global Commission on 
Drug Policy to organise a London launch for their second report.  ‘The War on Drugs and HIV/AIDS: 
how the criminalization of drug use fuels the global pandemic’, was launched in June 2012 at a 
central London television studio. 

http://www.release.org.uk/publications/drug-decriminalisation-policies-in-practice-across-the-globe
http://www.release.org.uk/publications/drug-decriminalisation-policies-in-practice-across-the-globe
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/nov/13/colombia-juan-santos-war-on-drugs
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/nov/13/drugs-cameron?intcmp=239
http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/4423226/Decriminalisation-does-not-mean-more-drug-users.html
http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/4423226/Decriminalisation-does-not-mean-more-drug-users.html
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Release has continued to use the media as a platform to protect the interests of our core client 
group, we have continued to both reactively and proactively sought to get our message across. 

TALKINGDRUGS 

TalkingDrugs has continue to thrive, producing innovative 
multilingual content about drug policy reform through the active 
participation of a large numbers of volunteers both at the Release 
office and those contributing virtually from all over the world. The 
website continues to build a solid audience outside of the UK with 
more readers reading in Spanish in Mexico than in English in the 
UK. This year has seen a great enhancement of the content in 
French and Mandarin Chinese. 

There has been a steady increase in monthly traffic over 2011/12 
and a total of 650,000 unique visitors have accessed TalkingDrugs 
in the last 12 months. 

The engagement with young people interested in drug policy reform has led to TalkingDrugs to be 
pivotal in an embryonic pan-European student network. TalkingDrugs volunteers have been 
instrumental in founding student organisations in their home countries, they have come together to 
create an umbrella organisation to encourage the replication of their success in a number of other 
countries. The TalkingDrugs project manager supported these young people presenting their work to 
the Open Society Foundation in Warsaw. 

 

THINKINGDRUGS 

In partnership with the New Economics Foundation we have 
produced a digital ‘argument map’ of a number of drug policy issues, 
including public health in Russia and the impact of the criminal 
justice system in the UK. The website is available in three languages, 
translated by TalkingDrugs volunteers into Russian and Spanish. The 
website was met with great acclaim by those campaigning 
internationally for drug policy reform.  

 

CONFERENCES AND EVENTS 

Release representatives were invited to speak at a number of UK and International forums this year.  
These included: 

- Royal College of General Practitioners 16th National Conference in Harrogate 
- London Drug and Alcohol Network Seminar   
- UNODC Russian delegation seminar  
- HIT Conference, Liverpool  
- DDN 5th Service User Conference, Birmingham 
- Sentencing Council, London 
- Reform Conference, Drug Policy Alliance, Los Angeles  

 
In November 2011 Release, along with the All Party Parliamentary Group on Drug Policy Reform, the 
Beckley Foundation and International Drug Policy Consortium (IDPC), organised a high level meeting 

http://www.thinkingdrugs.org/�
http://www.talkingdrugs.org/�
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at the House of Lords.  This was a meeting of government leaders, policy makers and experts from 
across the globe, including Mexican and Colombian Ambassadors. 

 

February 2012 was a busy month for fundraising:  

- We held our 2nd quiz night in conjunction with Hodge Jones and Allen solicitors and 25 
Bedford Row Chambers, and we intend to make this an annual event  

- Our Head of Legal Services took part in a sponsored skydive 
- Release staff took part in ‘Walk the Thames’ with the London Legal Support Trust 
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OUR PEOPLE 

TRUSTEES 

Ronald Hooberman (Chairman) 
Toby Faber (left May 2011) 
Dr Christine Ford 
James Hardy 
Anthony Hyams (Treasurer) 
Edward Henry 
Andrew MacDonald 
Viveen Taylor 
 

 

 

 

 

STAFF 

Kirstie Douse 
Niki Durosaro 
Niamh Eastwood 
Keith Edwards 
Rupert George 
Jack Grundy 
Lorna Macfarlane 
Ida Nowers 
Nadia Salam 
Sebastian Saville (left December 2011) 
Colin Stewart 
Gary Sutton 
Basak Tas 

 
VOLUNTEERS 

 

Matthew Adams 
Huda Abushaaban 
Jessica Bass 
Gillian Bateyunga  
Wei Chuyi 
Alex Constantinou 
Maia Cohen-Lask  
Natalie Coupar 
Lucy Cullen 
William G De Villier 
Ignacio Diaz Vazquez 
Madeline Eggleston 
Farah Ghulamali  
Guy Ginton 
Tim Gluckman 
Nicola Guttridge 

Dave Graham  
Jack Grundy 
Elizabeth Hagen 
Paul Hopkins 
Claudene Howell 
Yi Jiang 
Abigail Jones  
Marcin Kaczmarek 
Christopher Kirkland 
Nicole Lieberman  
Ben Lodge 
Furat Mahdi  
Claire Mawditt 
Natsinee McLellan 
Stefania Morosini 
Anastasia Pastor Kubrak  

Ari Rosmarin  
Irene Soutelo 
William Staynes 
Luca Stefenelli 
Fallon Stocker 
Jan Stola 
Iva Trenevska  
Ivan Varotsov 
Oscar Werner 
Kamal White 
Alex Wijsmuller 
Dan Williams 
Abigail Young-Powell 
Zaia Zait 
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FUNDERS 
 
European Commission 
Foundation Open Society Institute 
Gilbert Edgar Trust 
International Harm Reduction Association 
J Paul Getty Jnr Charitable Trust 
Lloyds TSB Foundation 
London legal support 

MTV Staying Alive Foundation 
N M Rothschild & Sons Limited 
Neil Kreitman 
RH 
St John Southworth Fund 
Westlon Trust 

 
Release would like to thank all of our funders including the individuals that have 
supported our organisation financially, and followed our campaigns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AUDITOR 

 
 
 
 
 

BANKERS 
 

 
 
 

 
Cheyettes Ltd 
167 London Road 
Leicester 
Leicestershire 
LE2 1EG 
 
Co-operative Bank PLC 
PO Box 250 
Delf House  
Skelmersdale WN8 6WT 
 
Charities Aid Foundation 
25 Kings Hill Avenue 
Kings Hill West Malling Kent 
ME19 4JQ  

http://www.cheyettes.com/
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Unrestricted Restricted Total Funds Total Funds
Funds Funds 2012 2011

INCOMING RESOURCES Note £ £ £ £
Incoming resources from

generating funds:
Voluntary income 2 46,165 388,267 434,432 743,483

3 79,940 138,387 218,327 179,544
Investment income 4 82 – 82 155

TOTAL INCOMING 
RESOURCES 126,187 526,654 652,841 923,182

RESOURCES EXPENDED
Costs of generating funds:

Costs of generating 
voluntary income 5 (4,385) (250) (4,635) (7,066)
Fundraising costs 6 (5,590) – (5,590) (466)

Charitable activities 7/8 (225,069) (324,179) (549,248) (954,166)
Governance costs 9 (22,494) (322) (22,816) (6,133)

(257,538) (324,751) (582,289) (967,831)

NET INCOMING
RESOURCES FOR THE

YEAR/NET EXPENDITURE
FOR THE YEAR 10 (131,351) 201,903 70,552   (44,649)

Transfers between funds 18,503 (18,503)                    -                   -

Net movement in funds (112,848) 183,400 70,552 (44,649)

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS
Total funds brought forward 232,174 (127,508) 104,666 149,314

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED
FORWARD 119,326 55,892 175,218 104,665

Activities for generating
funds

TOTAL RESOURCES 
EXPENDED

2012 2011
FIXED ASSETS £ £ £ £

Tangible assets 9,034     14,325   

CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors 30,544    34,889   

Cash at bank 155,916 115,989  
186,460 150,878 

CREDITORS: Amounts fall ing due
within one year (20,276) (60,537)

NET CURRENT ASSETS 166,184 90,341   

NET ASSETS 175,218 104,666 

FUNDS
Restricted income funds 55,892   (127,508)

Unrestricted income funds 119,326 232,174 

TOTAL FUNDS 175,218 104,666 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES   BALANCE SHEET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions for small 
companies under Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006. 
 
The summarised financial statements above do not contain adequate information to allow for a full 
understanding of the financial affairs of Release Legal Emergency and Drugs Service Limited. For 
further information the full annual financial statements together with the auditors’ report on those 
financial statements, and the Directors annual report should be consulted. Copies of all of the 
aforementioned documentation can be obtained from the Company Secretary at 124-128 City Road, 
London, EC1V 2NJ. The full annual financial statements, from which these summary financial 
statements are derived and on which the auditors gave an unqualified opinion, were approved on 07 
December 2012 and have been submitted to the Charity Commission and the Registrar of 
Companies. 
 
 
 
BALANCE SHEET 
 
 
 
 

On behalf of the board  
 
Anthony Hyams 
Trustee 
Date: 23 January 2013 
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AUDITOR’S STATEMENT 
 
We have examined the summarised financial statements comprising the Statement of 
Financial Activities and the Balance Sheet as set out on page 13. 
 
RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF TRUSTEES AND AUDITOR 
As explained more fully in the Trustees' Responsibilities Statement set out in the Annual Report, the 
trustees (who are also the directors of the charitable company for the purposes of company law) are 
responsible for the preparation of the financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a 
true and fair view. 
 
Our responsibility is to audit and express an opinion on the financial statements in accordance with 
applicable law and International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland). Those standards require us 
to comply with the Auditing Practices Board's (APB's) Ethical Standards for Auditors. 
 
OPINION ON FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
In our opinion the financial statements: 
• give a true and fair view of the state of the charitable company's affairs as at 31st March 

2012, and of its incoming resources and application of resources, including its income and 
expenditure, for the year then ended; 

• have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted 
Accounting Practice (applicable to smaller entities); and 

• have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006. 
 
OPINION ON OTHER MATTERS PRESCRIBED BY THE COMPANIES ACT 2006 
In our opinion the information given in the Trustees' Annual Report for the financial year for which 
the financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements. 
 
Philip John Dymond (Senior Statutory Auditor) 
Cheyettes Ltd 
Statutory Auditor 
167 London Road 
Leicester 
LE2 IEG 

http://www.cheyettes.com/
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