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BOARD REPORT 
 
Release is a unique organisation providing much needed expert legal and drug services to 
the public. The last 12 months have been a busy and productive time for the Charity, with an 
expansion of existing areas and the development of new services.   
 
This year saw the launch of Release’s first policy paper detailing the impact of drug 
decriminalisation models in other jurisdictions. The purpose of this research is to evidence 
that such an approach does not lead to an increase in drug use but does reduce the harms of 
criminalisation for those caught in possession of drugs. It has been a long time since Release 
has had the resources to produce its own research and as the organisation expands into this 
area it will undoubtedly have even more influence on the drug policy debate in the UK. This 
influence can be seen in the fact that the organisation was asked to give evidence to the 
Home Affairs Select Committee’s Inquiry into drugs last July.  
 
Earlier in the year Release also launched a dynamic new website which provides the public 
with much more in-depth and comprehensive information about drugs and the law. The 
expert witness service has expanded significantly this year and the legal advisers at the 
outreach surgeries continue to provide high quality legal assistance and representation to 
many vulnerable people.  
 
I am pleased to say that from a financial perspective Release is in a strong position. Niamh 
and her team have worked hard, alongside the Board, to ensure that Release is financially 
stable. It is not easy to raise funds for a drugs charity especially at a time when resources are 
limited. A great deal of work by the management team, and well presented bids to potential 
funders, have been successful in creating diverse income streams so that the organisation is 
not dependent on a limited number of funders. This approach will guarantee that Release’s 
financial position remains robust in the future. 
 
As always, my fellow Board members and I have been impressed by the staff’s commitment 
to the clients accessing the Release services. They provide a professional and high quality 
response, always ensuring that all clients are treated with dignity and respect. 
 
The Board has been active in the strategic development of the organisation. Members of the 
Release senior management team and the Board have established a strategic plan for the 
future which includes service expansion and diversification, policy development, financial 
strengthening and oversight, and operational capacity. We are excited for the future of the 
organisation.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank all of those who have contributed to the work of the charity this 
year including the members of the Board, the staff and most importantly all the volunteers 
who have given up their time to support the important work that we do.  
 
Ronald Hooberman (Chairman) 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT  
 
Working for Release is a privilege. The team I work with are passionate about advocating for 
the rights of some of the most vulnerable people in society.  In the last 12 months the 
organisation has continued to expand both in terms of its reach to new clients and in 
relation to new areas of work. 
 
The number of people accessing the legal surgeries has grown and we have seen the direct 
impact of the welfare reforms introduced by the Coalition Government. There has been a 
significant drop in people’s income as a result of changes to council tax and housing benefit, 
leading to greater hardship for those we represent. Additionally, the number of people 
seeking representation at Social Security Tribunals has more than doubled in the last 12 
months as many of our clients have been deemed fit to work by Atos – it is worth noting that 
in over 95% of cases the original ATOS decision is overturned. The experience of our clients 
feeds directly into our policy work in relation to welfare reform and in the coming months 
we will continue to ensure that the fundamental failures of the system and the new 
regulations are communicated to policy makers.  
 
In 2013 we launched a new stop and search project, the aim of which is to develop tools for 
young people to handle police stop and searches in a manner that reduces the risk of a 
negative interaction and arrest. We will consult with young people across London in the 
design and implementation of this project. As our recent report on the ethnic disparities in 
the policing and prosecution of drug offences demonstrates, drug policing is responsible for 
over 50% of all stop and searches and is driving racial inequality in the criminal justice 
system.   
 
The work of the drugs team is central to the organisation - their commitment to those 
accessing the services is inspiring. They have also worked hard this year to expand the Expert 
Witness Service and we have doubled the number of cases we are involved with.  
 
This year we have continued to produce high quality research to support our call for a 
review of drug policy in the UK, advocating for the implementation of decriminalisation of 
drug possession offences. Every day we see the harms that the criminalisation of people 
who use drugs cause – it creates barriers to employment and education and stigmatises a 
group of people who are often already marginalised by society. Release believes that there is 
a more pragmatic way to deal with drug use and that is why we call for an evidence based 
approach to drug policy. The criminal law does not deter people from using drugs, but it 
does create greater harms and puts them and their families at increased risk of negative 
consequences.  
 
We look forward to continuing to deliver services to our clients in the coming year and to 
campaigning for policies that treat people as human beings not as criminals.  
 
Niamh Eastwood  
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OUR ADVICE & REPRESENTATION SERVICES 

In 2012/13 Release staff assisted nearly 7,000 individuals, this ranged from advice and 
advocacy services through our national helpline, to representation for those accessing the 
legal outreach service and the provision of counselling at a GP surgery in London.  
 

LEGAL OUTREACH 
The quality of the legal outreach service delivered by the legal team is highly regarded and 
valued by both the treatment centres where we operate and by those accessing our service. 
In the last financial year we saw 1,519 clients and a full evaluation of the programme was 
undertaken. Of the clients who completed the evaluation survey 99% found that the legal 
surgery had been helpful in addressing their needs and problems. 91% reported that the 
legal services they received had had a positive impact in terms of their wellbeing; a further 
88% stated that it had improved their confidence/empowerment; 68% stated that they felt 
less isolated and 74% reported an improvement in their living environment.   
 
The Release legal team continued to provide representation at Social Security Tribunals and 
obtained a positive result in over 95% of cases (the national average is around 40% of 
appeals found in favour of the claimant). One of the difficulties faced by the team is the 
significant increase in the number clients who need representation at the appeal stage. This 
is linked to two factors; firstly, the sheer number of people being refused Employment 
Support Allowance (ESA) on the grounds that they do not meet the mental health 
descriptors, and secondly, the increase in numbers being reassessed for Employment 
Support Allowance.  
 
Currently, Release operates ten legal surgeries in nine London boroughs, two of these 
services are pilots and we are in the process of discussing continued funding with the local 
authorities. In the last 12 months we have secured funding for the continuation of one other 
pilot project in Brent. Given the impact of austerity measures on local authorities and 
services we are delighted that the legal surgeries have secured continued funding in nearly 
all of the areas that we operate in. 
 
The legal surgeries continued to see clients attend with a variety of legal issues including 
housing, homelessness, welfare benefits and debts.  The aim of the legal advisors’ 
interventions is always to reduce the negative impact the issue is having on the client and 
avoid formal legal (court) action where possible.  Where court proceedings have already 
started, or cannot be avoided, Release clients are referred to local solicitors that we know 
are experienced at representing our client group.  However, changes to the number of new 
publicly funded cases firms are able to take on (Matter Starts) this year have meant that 
many firms have a reduced capacity to accept cases at an early stage.  In turn this has led to 
an increase in the volume of work the legal team are undertaking.   
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LEGAL HELPLINE 
This year the legal helpline has continued to receive an increased volume of enquiries on a 
wide range of drug related issues. As the government cuts to legal aid take hold, more and 
more people are seeking criminal law advice from Release.  
The list of prohibited drugs increases as the government tackles the growing market for 
novel psychoactive substances. We are therefore regularly providing advice to people caught 
out by previous ‘legal highs’ being subject to temporary control drug orders or brought 
within the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971.  
 
Release continues to stay abreast of the changing legal landscape and it is our goal to 
provide the most current and up to date legal advice available to the public.  
 

DRUGS HELPLINE 
The drugs helpline this year has seen an increase in the volume of callers and in the number 
of advocacy and referral cases. With a reduction in dual diagnosis services within the NHS, 
particularly outside of London, there has been a gap in provision for drug users with mental 
health problems. Release has noticed a growing concern that the needs within this group are 
not meeting met sufficiently. The large bulk of enquiries continue to be related to drug 
testing and concerned relatives of drug users, as well as support and advice on detoxification 
and dose reduction to individuals and their carer(s).  
 
The growth of the highly politicised ‘Recovery Agenda’ this year has resulted in an increase 
in the number of queries regarding forced/coerced reduction from opiate substitution 
prescribing and drug treatment service exclusions.  The drugs team have been pivotal as a 
broker between services and clients in these matters, and we believe the number of queries 
in this area will continue to grow.  
 
The drugs team are still able to offer clients highly qualified advice from drugs worker, 
toxicological and psychotherapeutic perspectives. 
 
Both the legal and drug teams continue to work together in queries that overlap between 
drugs and the law, particularly in relation to drug testing, novel psychoactive substances and 
disputes over prescriptions.  In the year ahead, we hope to develop this area of legal 
challenges. 
 

EXPERT WITNESS SERVICE  

The Expert Witness Service continues to expand and is an important source of income for 
the organisation. The Expert Witness team, led by Gary Sutton - Head of Drug Services, 
continued to provide objective and up-to-date information in cases involving supply of 
drugs; cultivation/production of cannabis; the use of adulterants and proceeds of crime. The 
reputation and integrity of the team has been a major driver for the new instructions they 
received that came from across England and Wales throughout 2012/13, and the team 
broke new ground by providing testimony in a military case, and a designer (Legal High) drug 
case in Scotland. New instructions for the year increased by over 75%. 
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With the increased notoriety of the team and their expert drug knowledge this area is 
continuing to expand.  
 

COUNSELLING SERVICE 

Release launched a new counselling service this year at a West London GP practice. The 
service is delivered by the Head of Drug Services at Release, who is a qualified counsellor, 
and is aimed at patients of GPs who are not ready to enter structured treatment 
programmes. This is another source of funding for the organisation and ensures that the 
organisation diversifies in terms of income generation.  
 

TRAINING 

Release continued to provide specialist training courses on a variety of themes relating to 
drugs, the law and human rights. 
 

RELEASE PROJECTS  
 

TALKINGDRUGS 
In 2012/13 the TalkingDrugs website underwent a significant transformation and the newly 
designed site was launched in January 2013. The aim of the re-launch was to: 

 significantly improve the technical and navigational aspects of the website;  
 develop specific topic areas within the website;  
 launch the ‘Drugs, Race and Discrimination’ section of the website.  

 
All three of these objectives were achieved and over 715,000 people from nearly every 
country in the world visited the website during this period. The unique multi-lingual nature 
of the website makes it an extremely valuable resource for drug information, development 
and news which is available in 28 languages.      
 

STOP AND SEARCH YOUTH PROGRAMME  
This year Release embarked on a stop and search project aimed at young people in order to 
improve their experiences of engaging with police. The project will see the development of 
rights materials - helping young people to deal with police stop and search in a manner that 
reduces the risk of arrest and harm. This will be achieved through meaningful consultation 
with young people across London who will help Release staff to understand their 
experiences and will be involved in the co-design of the project. 
 
Over the next 12 months Release will be developing both resources and training to support 
those affected by stop and search. We will also develop training for youth workers and 
others who are engaged with youth in the community and produce a legal practitioner’s 
manual to complement these in order to have as wide an impact on this group as possible. 
Initial discussions that have taken place highlight both the pervasiveness of the problem and 
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therefore the ambition of the project, but we believe that through collaborative working and 
listening to what young people really want, we can equip them with the knowledge to 
combat the disempowerment and anger that stop and search causes. 
 
This work stream is being developed in collaboration with Stop-Watch and UK Fully 
Focussed. Release is leading on this project due to the research work we have undertaken 
around drug policing and stop and search.  
 

CAMPAIGNING AND LOBBYING  
The launch of Release’s report ‘‘A Quiet Revolution: Drug Decriminalisation Policies in 
Practice Across the Globe'’ was the highlight of our policy work in 2012. The research 
element of the publication involved the collation of all academic research relating to 
jurisdictions that had adopted some form of decriminalisation for drug possession offences. 
The main finding of the report was that the adoption of a non-criminal response to drug 
possession offences did not lead to an increase in drug use but did end the harms caused by 
criminalisation. The report looked at both countries and states that had adopted good and 
bad models of drug decriminalisation; this was to demonstrate to policymakers the necessity 
of having an effective approach which included investment in public health interventions.  
The draft report was circulated to country experts – listed in the ‘Acknowledgement’ section 
of the report – all of those approached agreed to review those jurisdictions that fell within 
their expertise. This ensured that the content was accurate and allowed for specialist input 
into the final policy paper. This was a challenging and worthwhile exercise which we believe 
resulted in a balanced and evidence based report. The overall peer review was undertaken 
by Professor Alex Stevens (University of Kent) who has written extensively on the 
Portuguese experience of decriminalisation. 
 
The report was downloaded 75,000 times in the first month of its launch (and has since been 
downloaded 150,000 times). The online dissemination of the report was achieved through 
Twitter, Facebook and TalkingDrugs.  Excitingly, the report was featured on Reddit 
(www.reddit.com), a social news website which if a story becomes popular on the website 
can cause the piece to go viral. On 13 July the decriminalisation report was listed as the third 
most popular story in the world news section of Reddit. This led to a massive surge in traffic 
to the Release website and we recorded 12,000 visitors to the site in a ten hour period. 
Visitors came from countries all over the world and this helped to push up the download 
numbers.  
 
Whilst a press release was distributed to all of our press contacts, we did not expect 
significant media coverage because of the nature of the report, in that the content was 
largely a review of existing evidence. However, a number of significant outlets did cover the 
report, including the Huffington Post (USA); The Sun; and Richard Branson’s Blog.  
 
In terms of impacting on policy, the research we had undertaken in this area was presented 
to the Home Affairs Select Committee and the Deputy Prime Minister. Both the Committee 
and the DPM called for a review of UK drug policy, the HASC went further and stated that 
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the Government should consider the evidence for decriminalisation of drug possession. The 
report from HASC led to the Home Office undertaking a fact-finding trip to other countries to 
see the impact of their drug policies, including Portugal and the Netherlands.  
 
In terms of the wider policy debate on drug policy, the last 12 months have seen dramatic 
shifts in both political engagement on the issue and the media reporting and Release has 
been approached to provide comment in the press.  
 
Release has also worked closely with Baroness Meacher on a number of issues including 
welfare reform and draft drug driving legislation. Baroness Meacher set up an expert 
working group on welfare reform regulations that impact on people who use drugs and 
those with mental health problems. She invited Release’s Executive Director to be part of 
this group which involved writing briefing papers for DWP civil servants and providing a 
report to Lord Freud who was leading on this issue for the Government.  
 
Release, along with other organisations, submitted a response to the Department for Work 
and Pension (DWP) call for evidence about the Work Capability Assessment that claimants of 
sickness benefits undergo.  As experts in the provision of legal services, including appeals of 
DWP decisions, to those who use drugs problematically we provided an unique insight into 
the particular problems faced by our client group at both the medical assessments and in 
challenging negative outcomes.  Qualitative information directly from the people affected 
was provided in addition to quantitative data about the numbers affected.  
 
Release has also been working with a coalition of NGOs around the Government’s recovery 
agenda, specifically in relation to the continued criticism of opiate substitution therapy and 
the use of financial levers to force abstinent based outcomes regardless of clinical 
considerations. In the last 12 months we have worked closely with the National AIDs Trust 
(NAT), Harm Reduction International and the Terrence Higgins Trust (amongst others), 
meeting with civil servants and ministers responsible for this issue. NAT will be producing a 
report, which Release fed into, providing recommendations to Public Health England (PHE) 
in relation to opiate substitute prescribing.  
 
Release has also responded to the Government’s consultation on legal aid proposals which if 
implemented will impact negatively on those seeking representation for many legal matters, 
including criminal matters, treatment in prison, and judicial review.  We were concerned 
about the particular effect on vulnerable people, including those who use drugs and/or have 
mental health problems.  We strongly oppose the propositions which are based on making 
financial savings rather than ensuring access to justice for all.   
 
The Head of Communications is also supporting Caroline Lucas’ petition calling for a debate 
in the House of Commons on the drug laws. The organisation has been active on social 
media promoting the petition and asking people to sign up. The Executive Director was also 
asked to sign a letter supporting the petition and its call which was signed by a number of 
high profile individuals including Russell Brand and Sting. 
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ORGANISATIONAL PROFILE  

 MEDIA 

The organisation’s media profile and presence continues to increase, with senior staff being 
regularly requested to comment in the press and present at conferences. In the last 12 
months the team have been interviewed by the following national television and radio 
channels:  

 Radio 4 – Today Programme  
 BBC News 24 
 Radio 5 
 This Morning  
 Voice of Russia  

 Sky News  
 ITN  
 Al Jazzera 
 Various national radio stations  

 
 
In addition to the above the team have also provided numerous comments and published 
articles to national newspapers, specialist journals and on-line media outlets, such as: 

 The Guardian 
 The Observer 
 The Independent  
 The Sun 
 Daily Mirror 

 The Economist 
 Drink & Drugs News 
 Drugs and Alcohol Today 
 Huffington Post 
 Euronews 

 
Whilst having a national media presence the organisation is very keen to also provide local 
media outlets with comments and interviews. 

 
CONFERENCES 

 
In terms of UK conferences Release staff have presented at the annual ADFAM conference; 
the HIT conference in Liverpool; a Chatham House roundtable on drug policy; the Royal 
College of GPs conference on substance misuse; the Adam Smith Institute; Oxford 
University; Cambridge University and the Women in International Security Group. We have 
also been involved in panel events which have supported the Oscar nominated (long listed) 
film ‘The House We Live In’.  
 
Outside of the UK the team have presented at the following conferences: Harm Reduction 
Coalition (US); Lawyering on the Margins (South Africa); TNI seminar on Drug Policy 
(Warsaw); CityWide (Ireland); Activism Seminar (Ukraine); Harm Reduction International 
(Lithuania); Central European University (Hungary). All of these attendances were funded 
externally.  
 
Release continues to maintain a strong working relationship with others working in the field 
of drug policy. In July 2012 Release organised the press launch for the second report of the 
Global Commission on Drug Policy, this was as a result of strong collaborative working 
between the two organisations that occurred in the run up to launch of the first report of 
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the Commission and the launch of Release’s campaign ‘Drugs – It’s Time for Better Laws. 
Release is now a partner of the Commission and will continue to work closely. We have also 
collaborated with Transform, Harm Reduction International and the International Drug 
Policy Consortium on a number of projects.  
Release is also a member of the newly established European Group on the Rationale of 
Harm. This group has been established by the Independent Scientific Committee on Drugs 
and is led by Professor David Nutt. The aim of the group is to establish a European rationale 
of harm for drugs across the region.  
 
The most important audience in terms of raising the profile of the organisation is the public 
and we continue to try and improve this area of our work. In terms of traffic to the Release 
website there has been a 5% increase in the number of people visiting the website from 
nearly 250,000, in the period April 2011 to March 2012, to 262,000 in the following 12 
months. Whilst we are pleased to see a steady increase in numbers accessing the website 
we would like to achieve a more significant level of growth in the next 12 months. The 
launch of the new website in July 2013 will aim to be more accessible and user friendly and 
this will assist in increasing traffic. Additionally, the new report on the disproportionate 
policing of drug offences will attract a new audience to the issue of drug policy.  
 
Furthermore, during the last 12 months we have seen a significant increase in the number of 
users signing up to the website. There are now 12,365 people signed up to the Release 
website an increase of almost 7,000 in the last 12 months.  
 
In terms of social media the number of Facebook followers has increased from 3800 to 5000 
– we are seeing the growth of followers on Facebook stabilise as more people move to 
Twitter which has proven to be a really engaging tool for policy issues. This is demonstrated 
by the level of engagement Release has on Twitter where the number of followers has more 
than doubled in the last year to 7200. Release also runs other accounts on Twitter including 
the TalkingDrugs project which has just over 5000 followers and the Executive Directors 
account which has nearly 1900 followers. Through Twitter we are able to effectively 
communicate with large numbers of people; probably one of our highlights of the last 12 
months was when Professor Green re-tweeted one of Release’s tweets to his 1.7 million 
followers. 
 

VOLUNTEER & INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME  

Release is grateful to the many volunteers who dedicate their time to the organisation and 
support the various aspects of the organisations work – their contribution cannot be 
overstated. In 2012/13 approximately 50 volunteers supported the legal team, the drugs 
team and Release’s international project TalkingDrugs. Many of those involved assisted in 
the delivery of our services, manning the helpline under supervision or drafting letters on 
behalf of our clients. Those volunteering for the TalkingDrugs project were instrumental in 
developing content for the website. The organisation was also lucky to have a number of 
sponsored interns work at the charity, their role was to undertake specific research activities 
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and many of them have contributed to the policy wok. The financial benefit to the 
organisation of the volunteer programme is immeasurable.  
 
FUTURE PLANS & DEVELOPMENT 
The principal aims of the company are to provide free and confidential legal, educational 
and welfare advice and information to any person, body, organisation or company in the 
areas of drug use, civil liberties, human rights and the criminal law.  
 

LEGAL SERVICES  
The development of funding streams to support the expansion of the pilot legal surgery 
programme has been one of the highlights of the last 12 months. Release has received a 
grant of £186,000.00 from the Big Lottery Fund to deliver 12 legal pilot surgeries in the 
London area over a four year period. It is our view that this will lead to a significant growth 
in the expansion of this service. A full evaluation of the service was undertaken as part of 
application process for the Big Lottery Fund. The outcomes detailed in this report helped to 
secure the bid and the document has been a vital tool in engaging with potential funders for 
this stream of work. It is also our view that the move to Public Health England and Local 
Health and Wellbeing Boards will be of advantage to the services we provide as the 
provision of legal services in the context that we deliver them can be measured in terms of 
wellbeing outcomes and the Public Health Framework Outcomes. This could result in a 
significant expansion of this service in the next few years.  

 
HELPLINE EXPANSION  

In early 2013 Release was awarded a Google grant of $120,000.00 – this was an in-kind grant 
providing the organisation with $10,000.00 a month worth of GoogleAds. As a result of this 
advertising there has been an increase in the number of calls received through the helpline. 
This funding has increased the profile of the organisation and will be used to promote 
Release’s services during 2013/14.  
 

EXPERT WITNESS SERVICE  
The Expert Witness Service is expected to grow in 2013/14 as more of the team are able to 
provide expert testimony in such cases.  

 
POLICY AND CAMPAIGNING WORK  

Release’s campaign ‘Drugs – It’s Time for Better Laws’ continued in 2012/13 with the launch 
of ‘‘A Quiet Revolution: Drug Decriminalisation Policies in Practice Across the Globe'’. In     
the next financial year Release will continue to call for reform of drug policy in the UK by 
producing high quality research which demonstrates the racial disparities in the policing and 
prosecution of drug offences in England Wales. This work is being undertaken in 
collaboration with the London School of Economics and Political Science. Release intends to 
develop stronger relations with academia where more collaborative research can be 
undertaken.  
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FINANCIAL STRATEGY 

At any time it is important to ensure that diverse streams of income are identified, this is 
even more critical in light of the current economic climate.  Release’s financial strategy has 
focused on ensuring that income is not reliant on one source of funding. Funding from 
trusts, foundations and an expansion in income generation from service delivery have been 
the focus of our approach during 2012/13. This strategy will continue as we move forward 
and has been one of the reasons why the organisation has had a healthy surplus in the 
current year. Release is also working hard to attract other forms of income including through 
corporate donations and fundraising events.  
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OUR PEOPLE 

TRUSTEES 

Ronald Hooberman (Chairman) 
Dr Christine Ford 
Roger Golland 
James Hardy (Treasurer) 
Anthony Hyams (Resigned January 2013) 
Edward Henry 
Andrew MacDonald 
Amber Marks  
David Rowntree 
Viveen Taylor 
 

 
 
 
 

STAFF 

Amrit Bhandal 
Kirstie Douse 
Niki Durosaro 
Niamh Eastwood 
Keith Edwards 
Rupert George 
Jack Grundy 
Matthew Lamba 
Lorna Macfarlane 
Ida Nowers 
Gary Sutton 
Basak Tas 
Christine Tse 
Dan Williams 
 

VOLUNTEERS

Dheeba Ali 
Neringa Baceviciute 
Aline Blestel 
Alex Bull 
Matthew Adams 
Huda Abushaaban 
Gillian Bateyunga 
Natalia Ballesteros 
Nargis Begum 
Paul Bramhall 
Charlotte Butterick 
Max Callaghan 
Wei Chuyi 
Alex Constantinou 
Maia Cohen-Lask 
Natalie Coupar 
Lucy Cullen 
William G De Villier 
Ignacio Diaz Vazquez 
James Drennan 
Madeline Eggleston  

Felipe Elias 
Stephanie Gray 
Farah Ghulamali 
Guy Ginton 
Tim Gluckman 
Nicola Guttridge 
Dave Graham 
Jack Grundy 
Elizabeth Hagen 
Joseph Henson 
Paul Hopkins 
Claudene Howell 
Yi Jiang 
Abigail Jones 
Marcin Kaczmarek 
Christopher Kirkland 
Will Lawn 
Nicole Lieberman 
Ben Lodge 
Neil MacKinnon 
Furat Mahdi 

Claire Mawditt 
Natsinee McLellan 
Stefania Morosini 
Anastasia Pastor Kubrak 
Elena Papamichael 
David Owen 
Azizur Rahman 
Gabriel Ratcliff 
Alissa Sadler 
Alessandra Scotto di Santolo  
Irene Soutelo 
Varoushnan Srilangarajah 
William Staynes 
Sandra Stein 
Fallon Stocker 
Iva Trenevska 
Ivan Varotsov 
Miranda von Salis 
Oscar Werner 
Kamal White 
Alex Wijsmuller 
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Stuart Withers Dan Williams Abigail Young-Powell 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FUNDERS 
 
Foundation Open Society Institute 
Esmée Fairbairn Foundation 
Gilbert Edgar Trust 
J Paul Getty Jnr Charitable Trust 
Lloyds TSB Foundation 

London legal support 
Neil Kreitman 
RH 
The Pilgrim Trust 

 
Release would like to thank all of our funders including the many individuals that 
have supported our organisation financially, and followed our campaigns. 
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Co-operative Bank PLC 
PO Box 250 
Delf House  
Skelmersdale WN8 6WT 
 
Charities Aid Foundation 
25 Kings Hill Avenue 
Kings Hill West Malling Kent 
ME19 4JQ  
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Unrestricted Restricted Total Funds Total Funds
Funds Funds 2013 2012

INCOMING RESOURCES Note £ £ £ £

Voluntary income 2 89,551 170,274 259,825 434,432

3 84,202 153,632 237,834 218,327
Investment income 4 111 – 111 82

TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES 173,864 323,906 497,770 652,841

RESOURCES EXPENDED
Costs of generating funds:

Costs of generating 
voluntary income 5 (3,102) – (3,102) (4,635)
Fundraising costs 6 (5,669) – (5,669) (5,590)

Charitable activities 7/8 (187,209) (360,267) (547,476) (549,248)
Governance costs 9 (14,710) – (14,710) (22,816)

TOTAL RESOURCES EXPENDED (210,690) (360,267) (570,957) (582,289)

10 (36,826) - (36,361) (73,187) 70,552   

Transfers between funds – – – –

Net movement in funds (36,826) (36,361) (73,187) 70,552

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS
Total funds brought forward 119,326 55,892 175,218 104,666

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 82,500 19,531 102,031 175,218

Activities for generating
funds

NET INCOMING RESOURCES FOR THE YEAR/NET 
EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR

Incoming resources from generating funds:

2013 2012
FIXED ASSETS Note £ £ £ £

Tangible assets 13 6,565           9,034     

CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors 14 47,711    30,544   

Cash at bank 68,420    155,916 
- - 

116,131 186,460 

CREDITORS: Amounts fall ing due
within one year 15 (20,665) (20,276)

NET CURRENT ASSETS 95,466         166,184 

NET ASSETS 102,031      175,218 

FUNDS
Restricted income funds 18 19,531         55,892   

Unrestricted income funds 19 82,500         119,326 

TOTAL FUNDS 102,031      175,218 
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These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the special 
provisions for small companies under Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006. 
 
The summarised financial statements above do not contain adequate information to 
allow for a full understanding of the financial affairs of Release Legal Emergency and 
Drugs Service Limited. For further information the full annual financial statements 
together with the auditors’ report on those financial statements, and the Directors 
annual report should be consulted. Copies of all of the aforementioned 
documentation can be obtained from the Company Secretary at 124-128 City Road, 
London, EC1V 2NJ. The full annual financial statements, from which these summary 
financial statements are derived and on which the auditors gave an unqualified 
opinion, were approved on 23 December 2013 and have been submitted to the 
Charity Commission and the Registrar of Companies. 
 
On behalf of the board  
 
James Hardy 
Trustee  
Date: 24 January 2014 
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AUDITOR’S STATEMENT  
 
We have examined the summarised financial statements comprising the Statement of 
Financial Activities and the Balance Sheet as set out on page 15.  
 
RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF TRUSTEES AND AUDITOR  
As explained more fully in the Trustees' Responsibilities Statement set out in the Annual 
Report, the trustees (who are also the directors of the charitable company for the purposes 
of company law) are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements and for 
being satisfied that they give a true and fair view.  
Our responsibility is to audit and express an opinion on the financial statements in 
accordance with applicable law and International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland). 
Those standards require us to comply with the Auditing Practices Board's (APB's) Ethical 
Standards for Auditors.  
 
OPINION ON FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  
In our opinion the financial statements:  
• give a true and fair view of the state of the charitable company's affairs as at 31st March 
2013, and of its incoming resources and application of resources, including its income and 
expenditure, for the year then ended;  
• have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted 
Accounting Practice (applicable to smaller entities); and  
• have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006.  
 
OPINION ON OTHER MATTERS PRESCRIBED BY THE COMPANIES ACT 2006  
In our opinion the information given in the Trustees' Annual Report for the financial year for 
which the financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements.  
 
Philip John Dymond (Senior Statutory Auditor)  
Cheyettes Ltd  
Statutory Auditor  
167 London Road  
Leicester  
LE2 IEG 
 


